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Essential mini guides

Introducing Dubrovnik

Amidst the summer heat and the fragrance of the Adriatic that sur-
rounds you, here we are with an abundance of hot information to help
make your time in Dubrovnik, one to savor. This gem of a city offers
more than ever before. We've got the low down on some of the finest
restaurants in town; if you're looking for somewhere to stay then check
out the vast range of hotels on offer plus a load of information on some
of the city’s treasure spots. In fact, the entire region is packed with
activities and daytime pursuits. Our features include island hopping to
gorgeous Mljet or if you fancy a fabulous hand on salty experience, then
Solana Ston on Peljesac is the answer. Without giving too much away all
the details are inside, plus some handy little tips are included. With us
by your side, exploring Dubrovnik will be a whole lot easier.

Enjoy your summer!
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and a whole host of other useful information
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Customs

Allmajor items brought into the country (laptops, boats, sauna
equipment) must be declared; to do so ensures you will be
allowed to take them back when you leave. Keep receipts in
order to qualify for a VAT refund at all border customs offices
for items over 500kn. Any Croatian art or cultural works must
receive export approval before purchase. Call the Ministry of Fi-
nance for further details tel. 01 459 13 33, www.mfin.hr.

Electricity

The electricity supply is 220W, 50hz, so visitors from the
United States will need to use a transformer to run electrical
appliances.

Water

Tap water is absolutely safe for drinking.

Religion

These days Croatia is fairly monotone in religious terms.
Having always existed on the frontiers of three churches;
Catholic, Orthodox and Muslim; time was that one could find a
right old mix here. Catholic population with the 2001 Census
recording 87.83% as loyal to Rome.

Roads

Amid an almighty hoo-hah, the law on drinking and driving
changed last year. The legal limit for drinking and driving is
now a pure and chaste 0.0%. Yup, that’s right: you can’t drink
and drive at all. The rights and wrongs of this we’ll leave for
others to debate, but given the mountainous terrain along
the coast, this law will probably save lives. And the police
are enforcing it.

Speed kills more people on Croatian roads than alcohol does.
Speed traps are common along the Adriatic highway, and
speed patrol cars have been introduced on the motorways.
So don't be caught out. The speed limit in urban areas is
50kph unless otherwise marked; 80kph on secondary roads
and 130kph on highways.

Basic data

Population:

Croatia (April 2001): 4,437,460

Dubrovnik Neretva County: 122.870

Dubrovnik (April 2001): 30.436

Territory: Croatia’s land territory takes up 56,542km2.
It borders with Hungary, Slovenia, Serbia & Montene-
gro, Bosnia-Herzegovina and there is a sea-border
with Italy.

Dalmatian coast: The coast is the main tourist attrac-
tion for good reason - the crystal clear waters are some
of the most beautiful on the planet and were just named
some of its most pure!

Dubrovnik Neretva County: Dubrovnik Neretva County
measures 1.783km2, of which roughly half is sea.
Islands: An amazing 1.246 islands lie off the Dalmatian
coast, 47 of them inhabited.

Climate: Mediterranean

Local time: Croatia is part of the Central European Time
Zone (GMT+1): when it is noon in Zagreb it is 12:00 in
Berlin, 11:00 in London, 06:00 in New York, 14:00 in
Moscow, and 21:00 in Sydney.

On the spot fines are payable for offences. If you are stopped
for any reason, you will be expected to show your driving
licence, car registration papers and insurance certificate,
so make sure always to keep them with you.

Safety

You will surely find Dubrovnik to be remarkably safe in com-
parison with most Western European cities, even at night.
Although there is little street crime, of course itis always wise
to keep a sensible eye on your personal belongings.

Toilets

Public toilets are few and far between - a far better option
is to take the excuse to pop into a cafe for a drink and avail
yourself of their facilites. There is a public toilet in the street
Iza grada, just behind the city walls near the Pile gates. They're
Turkish style (squatty) but clean - and free.
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