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Travelling to Macedonia

With Macedonia within sight across the lake, it's easy
to travel between Pogradec and Ohrid, stopping off at
the beautiful Sveti Naum monastery, right next to the
Macedonian checkpoint. There are rumours of a new
ferry service between the two towns starting in sum-
mer 2009, but till then the easiest way is to take a taxi
to Ohrid, costing 2,000 lek or 500 lek in a shared taxi,
taking under one hour. You can also take a taxi to the
border (200 lek), walk across the 500m of no man’s
land, and hop on a bus (or an infrequent ferry) to Ohrid
at Sveti Naum (the bus runs every two hours, costing
120 denars). Coming from Ohrid, you can expect taxis
to be waiting on the Albanian side of the border between
09:00 and 19:00 (16:00 in winter); alternatively walk to
Tushemist village (10 minutes) or Drilon Park (15 minutes)
and catch the bus to Pogradec there. Note that most
foreigners entering Albania need to pay a€1 land border
fee (leaving costs nothing); ask for a receipt. The border
crossing is open 24 hours per day. When travelling on to
Skopje, check out our online and print Skopje In Your
Pocket city guide.

Millennium 1&2 Rruga Pogradec-Tushemisht,
tel. +355 68 228 39 11. Along the lakeside between
Pogradec and the border at Tushemisht, this hotel has
a pleasant garden overlooking the lake and a popular
restaurant. The newly built annex has more modern fa-
cilities and conference rooms. » 50 rooms (29 doubles
2,000-3,000 lek, 17 triples 3,500 lek, 4 suites 5,000
lek). EBEaP)an

Perla Shétitorja 1 Maiji, tel. +35583 2237 70/+355 83,
fax +355 83 22 66 88, perlahotel@yahoo.com. The nicest
rooms in this modern hotel are on the top floors, offering the
best views of the lake, some 50 metres infront of the hotel.
All corner rooms have a dainty circular balcony that pokes out
of the building. » 20 rooms (5 doubles 3,000 lek, 11 triples
4,000 lek, 4 suites 5,000 lek). [Eee]P)([[Da=

Royal Rr. Reshit Collaku, tel. +355 83 22 31 58, fax
+355 83 22 31 59, hotelroyalpogradec@yahoo.com. A
newly renovated lakeside hotel with good rooms and a lovely
rooftop terrace for enjoying breakfast or adrink. » 18 rooms
(10 doubles 3,500 lek, 5 triples 4,000 lek, 3 family rooms
4,000 lek). [BEe@)P)[Mae

Vila Bimbli Shétitorja 1 Maji, tel. +355 83 22 25
16/+355 69 223 20 57. A gleaming pink-and-white near
the city centre. The rooms are well-appointed, thoughit's the
top floor suite with its huge private terrace with lake views
that impresses most. Downstairs, there’s a pleasant garden
terrace. » 12rooms (4 doubles 2,500-3,000 lek, 6 triples
3,000 lek, 2 suites 4,000 lek). (P)[{Da=

Pogradec Food & Drink

Although well-known for the fresh fish from Lake Ohrid,
central Pogradec does not have many attractive restau-
rants yet. For a special meal, locals often head for the
lakeside restaurants a short drive north and east of town.

Blealb Rruga Nacionale Pogradec - Qafe Thane, tel.
+355 69 229 18 44. A well-known lakeside restaurant
offering views over to Macedonia. There’s a beach here
too. » (500-700 lek). ()T

Instant Korca

Natyra e Qete Rruga Nacionale Pogradec, tel. +355
83 22 60 80/+355 68 208 29 93. Well-known for its fish
and grilled meat, Natyra e Qete is a large restaurant sited
4km along the main road north of Pogradec. » (600-800
lek).

Mateo Disko Shétitorja Rinia, tel. +355 69 269 08

96. Pogradec’ craziest structure is this crashed UFO float-

ing around on the lake. Wobble across the gangplank into

the round bar for house music and cocktails or take in the

lake views from the tooftop terrace. Open in summer only.
» Open 19:00 - 05:00.

Oxygen Beach Bar Rr. 10 Deshmorét e Pojskés, tel.
+355 69 209 19 90, www.oxygenbeachbar.com. A
popular beach bar, afew hundred metres east of the centre
along the lakeshore. This is the best place to have coffee or
fresh juice during the day, watch the sunset with a cocktails
in hand, and hit the dancefloor. Open June-Sept. » Open
09:00 - 04:00.

Tea Shetitorja Fan Noli, tel. +355 83 22 29 47. A mod-
est restaurant serving pizza, fish and the usual grilled meat
dishes. » Open 07:00 - 22:00.

Tek Mollét Rr. 10 Deshmorét e Pojskés, Lgj. 1, tel.
+355 69 269 27 78. Local pies, meat dishes and two guest
rooms. Call ahead to check it's serving food today. » Open
12:00 - 23:00.

V Pogradec Rr. Naim Frashéri, tel. +355 83 22 45
54. Traditional Pogradec cooking. » Open 12:00 - 22:00.
(400-800 lek).

Great lakes: Ohrid and Prespa

Pogradec overlooks Lake Ohrid (Ligeni | Ohrit), the
deepest tectonic lake in the Balkans (298 metres) and
one of the oldest lakes in the world, formed 4 million
years ago. Set at 695 metres above sea level and
shared with Macedonia, one third of the 358 square
kilometre surface is Albanian. The lake is fed by vari-
ous rivers (including an underground river from Lake
Prespa popping up at Drilon) and exits to the north in the
Black Drin. Ohrid is home to various endemic species
of plants and animals, including the koran, a ancient
and very tasty variety of trout, the Ohrid sponge and
various molluscs.

Lake Prespa, set at 850 metres above sea level,
20km north of Korca and shared with Macedonia
and Greece, is another beautiful tectonic lake fringed
by bare mountains. The whole area is a national park
and is excellent for bird-watching. The region also has
important Byzantine sites — the tiny uninhabited island
of Maligrad in the Albanian part of the lake has the
amazing 14th-century Kisha e Shén Meri (St. Mary’s
church), in a cave set high in a cliff at the top of a
rickety wooden ladder. It's possible to spend the night
and taste the localfood (including carp, sardines, fish-
stuffed byrek and meze) at modest guesthouses and
restaurants in Ligenas, Goricé e Vogél and Gollombog
villages, reached by taxi or minibus from Korca. The
best sandy beach is at Ligenas/Zaroshké. Village
festivals take place on various religious holidays; in
Zaroshké on 12 July, in Kallamas on 20 July and in
Cerje on 28 August.

Amidst high mountains, forests and rolling green fields
some 18 kilometres west of Kor¢a, Voskopoja is a
Balkan oddity; a village that was once a bustling town and
Balkan cultural centre. Set at 1150 metres above sea
level, Voskopoja was founded in 1338 in an isolated and
defensible location. Also known as Moschopolis to Greeks
and Moscopole to Vlachs, it grew steadily to become one
of the larger urban centres in the Balkans, and may have
had up to 30,000 inhabitants in the 18th century. The town
profited greatly from trading along the shortest land route
between Istanbul and Venice, and was also a major centre
of Orthodox culture (despite the Ottoman occupation) with
22 churches, a school, library and dozens of workshops
producing crafts, books (from the Balkans’ first printing
press) and religious artworks, including icons. For a while
it was even the largest town in the Balkan region. Ottoman
campaigns in the late 18th century spelled the end of
Voskopoja's glory years. Voskopoja’'s end finally came in
the 20th century, when battles in World War | and partizan
warfare during World War Il destroyed most of the town.
Now only seven churches, a handful of houses and some
old cobbled streets still remain.

The Shén Kolle (St. Nicholas) church from 1721 was the
only church to be protected in the Communist era (the
others were used for storage) and is the only church reliably
open to visitors. It has an elegant painted gallery and a
dark and moody interior, with fantastic examples of wood
carving and sooty wall frescoes. The most valuable icons
have been moved to the Medieval Art Museum in Korga. If
you find the church closed, simply ask around for someone
with the key.

Another church worth visiting is the Shén Athanasi (Saint
Athanasius) church, set between fields just east of the
village; it's damaged but enjoys a pretty setting and has
several well-preserved frescoes. Finally, the Shén Ménhill
(Saint Michael) and Shén llia (Saint llia) churches are worth
a look — finding someone to unlock these churches can
be difficult, however. In the woods, a bumpy 2 kilometres
beyond the village, lies the the Monastery of Shén Prodhomi
(St. Prodhon), a peaceful complex with a charming 17th-
century brick church in the courtyard. The guard is usually
at hand to unlock the gate and let you in. The church
celebrates Saint Prodhon’s day every year on June 24,
when it’s the site of a well-attended religious festival. The
Vlahos festival, celebrating Vlach/Aromanian culture, is
held annually on July 4.

There’s a daily morning bus from Korca to Voskopoja.
Otherwise, you can charter a taxi for the ride. The
roads all the way up to the monastery are accessible
for cars. Voskopoja is perfect for a picnic in a flowery
field — brings supplies from Korga. There’s a restaurant
serving Albanian dishes at the Hotel Akademia. Two

Vithkugqi

The nearby village of Vithkugi, 25km southwest of Korca
and reached by minibus or taxi, is a picturesque and
ancient mountain village with mineral water springs and
several Orthodox churches that are worth a visit, most
notably that of Shén Pjetér (Saint Peter) monastery.
Vithkuqi suffered the same fate as Voskopoja and was
wrecked several times since the 18th century. A calm and
pretty village remains now, with several guesthouses and
restaurants. Annual village fairs take place on June 29, St.
Peter’s day, and on July 10, St. Nikodhim’s day.

Vlachs in Albania

Voskopoja is historically a centre for Vlachs or Aroma-
nians, an originally nomadic minority speaking a Latin
language close to Romanian, who as shepherds spread
widely throughout Central and Eastern Europe since early
medieval times.

Aromanians, the Vlachs in the southern Balkans who
have been strongly influenced by Greek culture, are
spread mainly in northern and central Greece and in
Albania, where up to 200,000 Aromanians can be found
in the area south of Vlora. Voskopoja, or Moscopole as
they called it, was an important urban centre for the
Vlachs. Korga, called Curceain Aromanian, is the site of
Albania’s only Vlach church, sponsored by the Romanian
government, and also still has a Vlach district. Nowadays,
Aromanian language is seldom heard in Albania, though
there are attempts to revive the culture and start lan-
guage education in some schools.

trout-farm-cum-restaurants, Ura e Kovacé and Taverna
Peshku, are located halfway up the road to Voskopoja;
both have seats beside the fish ponds and serve good-
value, freshly grilled trout. Although Voskopoja is an
easy daytrip from Korca, consider staying the night to
enjoy the peace. There are several simple guesthouses
with rooms for tourists in the village, best found by
asking around. Along the road east out of Voskopoja
towards the St. Prodhomi monastery, the renovated
Hotel Akademia complex (tel. +355 69 225 86 46; 27
rooms: 16 doubles and 11 chalets, 3,000-4,000 lek)
has simple rooms and new chalets (some withfireplace)
overlooking gardens and forests; call to check when loud
parties take place.

The Shén Athanasi church in Voskopoja
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Banks Institutions
Alpha Bank Blv. Fan Noli, tel. +355 82 25 43 13, Fan S. Noli University D-3, Rr. e Bilishtit, tel. +355 82
www.alpha.gr. 24 36 09/+355 82 24 89 44.

Emporiki Bank B-4, Blv. Gjergj Kastrioti, tel. +355 82
2549 12, www.emporikibank.gr.

Intesa Sanpaolo Bank B-5, Rr. 28 Néntori, tel. +355
82 25 28 38, www.albambank.com.

Korca municipality (Bashkia) B-5, Rr. 28 Néntori,
tel./fax +355 82 24 33 53, tel. +355 82 24 30 55, www.
bashkiakorce.gov.al.

Prefecture C-5, Blv. Republika, tel. +355 82 24 27

ProCredit Bank B-5, Blv. Gjergj Kastrioti, tel. +355 82
24 37 54, www.procreditbank.com.al. Also on Rr. Rinia in
Pogradec (tel. +355 83 22 20 55).

Raiffeisen Bank B-4, Rr. Midhi Kostani, www.raif-
feisen.al. Also in Pogradec at Rr. Reshit Collaku. » Open
08:30 - 15:00, Sat 09:00 - 12:30. Closed Sun.

Business connections

Chamber of Commerce & Industry (Dhoma e
Tregtise dhe Industrise), tel. +355 82 24 24 57,
cciko@albmail.com.

Consulates

Find the details of all foreign embassies in Tirana on the
Tirana In Your Pocket website, at tirana.inyourpocket.com.

Greek consulate (Konsullata Greke) C-5, Rr. Pavio

00/+355 82 24 30 39.

Radio-TV Korca B-6, Rr. Emin Duraku, tel. +355 82

24 28 07.

2009 events

Korca

April 16-18: Pottery fair, Blv. Republika by the cathedral.
Display and sales of pottery.

May 13-15: Sotir International Photography Competition,
Vangjush Mio Cultural Centre. Renowned photographers
from Albania and abroad exhibit their works.

June 1 celebrations, Rinia Park: Afestivalfor children,
with playgrounds and activities such as painting and
drawing.

June 6: Korca Carnival. Nowhere in Albania is carnival
celebrated as much as in Korca and this summer event
with a parade of local and international groups attracts

Katro 4, tel. +355 82 24 57 33/+355 82 24 57 34, f_ax thousands of visitors. o e
+3558224 5052, grggncon.kor@mfa.gr. Inth street behind June 25 - July 6: Sculptures inthe Park, Rinia Park. Anin- j&@
the _cathedral. Non-Albanians should phone a_nhead for consular ternational sculpting symposium, which sees the resulting i&?U o
business. » Open 08:00 - 16:00. Closed Fri, Sat, Sun. sculptures given to the city for exhibition in Rinia Park. YN @
July: Lakror Pie Festival, Rinia Park. A festival set around JZ Qj> N
the delicious traditional-style lakror or byrek pie. There’'s ST
live music, a children’s programme and lots of pie of i
course.
Branding itself ‘the festive city’, Korca is the first city in August 13-16: Beer Fest, near Rinia Park. The biggest
Albania to make work of organising festivals and other event of the year, with tens of thousands of people
eventsfor locals and visitors. We've printed a selection of enjoying beer, traditional food, beer games, music and o
the main events here; you can download afull overview of performances. See also www.festaebirres.com.
2009 events at http://korca.inyourpocket.com. September 22: Car-free day. Experience Korca without
i the traffic, but with a festive atmosphere.
Cinemas & Theatres September 29: Cultural Heritage Day, Korca and
- . . Pogradec. A celebration of local culture, with events, spe-
ﬁndo_n Zako Q?J/:p' '!'l!eailzre B'5r; Blv. Glefgr{ cialexhibitions of object or heritage places, free admission
a:trlotl. On'eA?b ‘banlal s oldest theatres, wit to museums, and more.
&‘? OVma”CMeS i t.ﬁ“@gog{- T T o), e October 25-28: Vangjush Mio Days. A festival of local
inema lViajestik C-5, Blv. Republika, tel. + and international painters, with the city as their muse and
82 245 05 15. A lovely Art Deco-style cinema with 350 inspiration for 4 days
segtsthatwas renovated |n.2001‘Screer_1lng_s at17:00 and December: End of year fair. Korca is decorated with , g &
19:30, Sat, Sun also at 11:00. b Admission 150 lek. twinkling lights and a winter fair with stalls selling toys, cxsercl\
sweets, baked apples, drinks like mulled wine. There’s aamorASTRA ||
Cultural centres & Sports ; i A
music and exhibitions too. —%B )] —O
Skeénderbeu stadium €-2/3. The Skénderbeu stadium December 30: Santa Parade. Babagjyshi, the Albanian “
and sports complex includes a 7000-seat football stadium Santa, rides through town in his carriage. ) - . _— ) ) o ) )

L . . P 1 Maji B-3  Dhimitraq Stratobérdha Ismail Latifllari C-6 Kristo Luarasi B-4  Mujo Ulginaku B-6 Qemal Stafa C-4  Spiro Kosturi B-5
built in 1959 which regularly hosts matches against visiting 10 Korriku 6 4/5  Ismail Qemal B5 Kiyengriae Qershorit 5 Mynyr Mustaféj ~ D/E7  Qybra Sokoli 86 Spioleva B85
teams and the Tamara Nikolla sports hall (basketball and Pogradec ;g m?n'{on 50455 g:on ::akc\ LS janag Tma g: tzshké Sr’;u\l ; D(}i mgum NT"Z(OVUKODOJE 22 SakOAMIm:ShI tcri 2{;"” TAnedmen gg

- i iti, lentori ori Luarasi )ani Dudo 4 Idhja e Prizreni Ire Mjeda - amiAraniti 4 an Andrea -
voIIeybaII are pOPUIar)' FOF schedules of matCheS’ see the June 21' Lake Days,' The mum?lpahtle,s OT Pogradec 4 Shkurti C-4  Dhori Madhi C-6 JeronmDeRada C-5/6 Ligor Brace B-5 NestiVreto C-6  Raqi Grabocka C-6 Stefan Luarasi C6
signboard opposite the cinema. and Ohrid and Struga in Macedonia organize joint events 6 Deshmoret B6 Dhorké Sholia €6 Jordan Misja C4  Ligor Rémbeci C5  Niko Dodona B85  Ragi Qirinxhi C4  Tafil Fermati B6

i i i ibiti Abdy| Frasheéri C-5 Don Gjok Buzuku B-6 Jorgji Lubonja C6 Uazi Kico Samara D-5 Niko Kovaci C-3  Raqi Themeli D-5 Teli Ndini D4
The ca.StIe’ tel. +355 69 263 20 38. Anentertainment InC|Ud_|ng concerts and eXhIk?lthnS. Alqgi Kondi C/D-5 Duka Luarasi B-6  Jorgo Plaku C-4  Llazi Pullagi C-4  Niko Terova C-4  Riza Cerova B-6  Teni Konomi C5
centre with go-karts and a bar, 2km south of town on the June: Puppet Theatre Festival. For two weeks, puppet Alush Koprencka B Eleni Gjika €6 Jovan Gigo Kostiiri G5 Llazo Jorganxhi ©6  Nugi Gogo ¢/D'3  Rruga e Bilishtit D2 Thanas Remacka ~ B:6
Erseka road. troupes from Albania, Macedonia, Kosovo, Montene- ﬁrqwle\frﬁ'arr‘\i gg Emin Euéaku B/grg &a}o garaﬂli gg t\azoGPen::vinji 8151 gu‘ri P(iefnko grg I;rugaemlonjés lé; lnanzz Tashlémlnb gg
Py . A . . T . : ; sim Vokshi - vanthi Dvorani -! ico Greco X oni Grazhdani - ali Prifti - ruga e Mborjes - eodhoraq Elbasani C-!
Thimi Mitko Library B-5, Biv. Gjergj Kastrioti, tel. gro, Serbia, Croatia, Italy and other countries compete Bajram Curri B6  Fan Noli D4 Koci Nole 86 Loni Taneliari €6 Pandeli Cale €5 RiugaeTranés B2 Thimi Mitko c5
+355 82 24 29 49. » Open 08:00 - 15:00. Closed Sun. with each other, entertaining both young and old while ST':dIhyI Pojani 34 Eleta S:Ic; ‘ S’S ﬁoqo gamn;e grg k:an Shke'.lrpbil gi Eange‘\i Varngeh gs g;legza e\lle(eranéve 5 5% zangje: E::mo gg
I I I ) i ibilave -4 Floresha Myteveli 'B5  Kogo Drenova 6 Margarita Tutulani andi Kereku ¥ i Zavalani /angjel Lubonja z
Vangjysh Mio C uI_tu r_al Ce.nt_re (Pallati i they're at It'_ ) . . Biv. Fan Nol C/D6  Fuat Babani C4 Kol Tupa D4  Marjeta Sevo €4 Pandi Qeleshi €4 Sandri Pojani B5 Vangjel Qafzezi ca
Kulturés) B-5, Blv. Gjergj Kastrioti, tel. +355 82 December: Wine Festival. Over three days, local wine Biv. Gjerg] Kastrioti Gado Koroveshi C5 KomunaeParisit D5 Mbledhae Beratit G4 PanoXhambailo  C:3  Sedat Babani €6 Vasi Tramara ca
22 48 78. A centre for occasional exhibitions, concerts makers fiercely battle for the first prize in this open-air e B4, 83 gaat?l g:lesh' 2'2 ?on;ere"caeL;bfqom fﬂ*g mehmeN‘ Pehm gg Eapa“‘m;o NBeglfvam_ gi g:affn M:kol’l\?"r gg xasﬂ TF[echka g'i
. . ) : i+ ) ) Iv. Partizani - avril pa ~t onferenca e Pezes x lemo Nexhipi x ’apallambro Ballamaci etitore Fan Noli - laso Pasha -
and festivals. Look out for performances by Fhe city's hf)r_ne'made wine competition. It 3‘C°|d so it's good tl"_at BIv. Republika  G:3/4/5 Gole Ruco D5 KongresilLushnies G4  Mico Zdruli G/D6  Paviio Katro C5  ShetitojaFanNoli  B5  Viktimat e Borovés  B-6
famous Lyra Choir, the City Band and the Skénderbeg visitors are welcome to have afew sips too, best done with Biv. Republika C4  Guri Dolani G4 Kongresi|Manastirit C-4 Midhi Kostani B4  Perlat Rexhepi G4 Skénder caci B Viktimate Pojanit €3
Blv. Themistokli Germeniji Haki Mborja C-6 KongresilPermetit D-4 Mihal Ciko E-7  Petro Nini Luarasi C-5 Sofokli Maligari C-6  Vojo Kushi c4
Ensemble. kernacka sausages and other barbecued food. B/C-5 Hasan Bitincka B-2  Kostandin Gace C-3  Mihal Grameno C-6  Pjetér Bogdani C-6  Sotir Gurra C-5 Xhafer Leska Lubonja B-5
Clirimi | Korcés D-5 liia Avalea B-5 Kostandin Kristoforidhi C-5  Mihal Sharrxhi B-6  Pjetér Budi C-5 Sotir Mero C-4  Xhavit Dishnica B-5
Darvin D-5 liia Terova B-6  Kristo Grabocka C-4  Mihallag Qirinxhi C-6 Ptoleme Xhuvani  C-3/4  Sotir Peci C5
Dhimitér Rémbeci C-4  liia Trebicka C-6  Kristo Koroveshi  B-6/7 Misto Mame B-5  Qamil Panariti B-6  Spiro Dine D-5

Instant Korca



