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Introducing Prague

Prague has beckoned visitors from kings and
paupers to hedonists and philosophers for
centuries and her diverse cultural, historical and
entertainment attractions remain a draw today

Instant Prague is the perfect introduction to the
city. Full of information to make travel easier, this is
your one stop shop for Prague ins and outs.

Be sure to take a look at our other Instant guides,
at www.inyourpocket.com/instant

For the full guide with all review and sightseeing
texts, detailed maps and feature articles, ask for
a print copy of Prague In Your Pocket at top-end
hotels and tourist offices.

Restaurants

Bars

Clubs

Sights

Hotels

Transport

and a whole host of other useful information

This small .pdf guide has been written to aid the travel-
ler to Prague who doesn’t need or want to carry an
encyclopedia-sized guidebook around in their pocket.
A bold experiment in travel writing, the best (and the
worst) bits of Prague have been boiled down and
generally condensed into one fun-sized read for the
lightweight traveller.

Prague districts

Praha 1 - Most visitors never venture further than Praha
1 which comprises of the following five famous areas. In
Vaclavské nam. (Wenceslas Square), you are in Nové Mésto
(New Town). If you head east towards the river you will move
into Staré Mésto (Old Town). Directly north of this you are
in Josefov (the Jewish quarter). Cross the river and you are
on the west bank and Mala Strana (the lesser quarter).
Continue uphill and in the north west you will be in Hrad¢any
(the castle).

Praha 2 - Vinohrady, an area with many shops, bars and
restaurants among trendy residential areas. You will also find
Prague’s second castle, VySehrad, in this district.

Praha 3 - Dominated by the TV Tower and the large horse
statue, Zizkov is the old working class area of Prague, full of
aging character and dingy yet fabulous pubs and clubs. Now
undergoing gentrification, which means rents are rising.
Praha 4 - South down the river, this district has many
panelaks, the 60’s prefabricated tower blocks. It is though,
a massive area and has many pleasant pockets.

Praha 5 - Another district undergoing massive construction
work, Praha 5 is being gentrified in a major way. It is also
home to the Czech Hollywood, Barrandov Studios.

Praha 6 - Behind the castle, an exclusive and expensive
area home to many embassies and the private residence
of the Czech president.

Praha 7 - Another hip and swinging part of town thanks
mainly to two of the city’s biggest parks, Letna and
Stromovka.

Praha 8 - The northern suburbs around Karlin, hardest
hit in the 2002 floods and now undergoing major, mostly
commercial, reconstruction.

Praha 9 - The north-eastern outskirts, with cheaper rents
and massive shopping centres.

Praha 10 - A very select residential area full of large villas.

Tourist information

Around Prague Information
Centre Praha 1, Celetna 14,
(M Staroméstska, tel. 224 49 17
64/224 49 17 22, www.around-
prague.cz. Tickets, accommodation,
sightseeing tours, guidebooks, maps and
more. » Open 09:00 - 20:00.

Prague Info Praha 1, Staroméstské nam. 1, (Old
Town Hall), (M)Staroméstské, tel. 236 00 25 62,
www.prague-info.cz. This excellent official tourist in-
formation centre provides vocal and written information
in various languages from helpful and knowledgeable
staff, plus tickets, excursions, and accommodation. For
general information in English, Czech or German call tel.
124 44. » Open 09:00 - 19:00, Sat, Sun 09:00 - 18:00.
Also at I-3, Praha hlavni nadrazi & B-2, Praha 1, Mala
Strana Tower, open 10:00 - 18:00.

Learning the language

Numbers
1 Jjeden (m)/jedna (f)
2 dva (m)/dvé (f)
3 tri
4 Ctyri
5 pét Signs
6 Sest Open otevreno
7 sedm  Closed zavreno
8 osm Entrance vehod
9 devet  Exit vychod
10 deset  Push tam

Pull sem
Days Arrival prijezd (train)
Monday pondéli prilet (plane)
Tuesday atery Departure odjezd (train)
Wednesday streda odlet (plane)
Thursday Ctvrtek No smoking  zde nekurte
Friday patek zakaz koureni
Saturday sobota Men's toilets pani/muzi
Sunday nedéle Ladies toilets damy/Zeny
Basics
Yes ano
No ne

Please/you’re welcome prosim
Thank you (very much)  dékuji

Excuse me omluvte mé
Sorry promirite

Hello dobry den
Goodbye nashledanou

I would like... rad/rada bych...
Where is... kde je..
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ARRIVAL & TRANSPORT

RESTAURANTS n

Arriving in Prague has become rather easy, but there
are still things to know. Allow us to guide you safely
into town...

By plane

Prague’s airport is 20km from the city centre. A taxi to the
town centre should cost around 400K¢ if you call a company
rather than take one from outside the terminal - AAA have
representatives in the arrival hall now. Alternatively, use the
CEDAZ minibus (tel. 220 11 42 96, 05:30 - 21:30) that runs
every half hour between the airport and Nam. Republiky.
Tickets cost 90K¢ (including one piece of baggage, children
under 10 free) and can be bought from the driver or from the
booth in the arrival hall. For an extra fee, CEDAZ will pick you
up or drop you off at your hotel. The cheapest way to get into
townis by bus: N°119 (2-8 times per hour between 04:18 and
00:10 with at least one wheelchair-friendly bus per hour) runs
between the airport and the Dejvicka metro station (Line A,

Public transport

Prague’s public transport system (Dopravni podnik) is ef-
ficient, fast and reasonably clean. With three metro lines,
26 tram routes and 9 night trams you won't need the
bus routes that avoid the centre. Keep in mind that the
centre of Prague is also easily accessible onfoot. Tickets,
valid for all means of transport, can be purchased from
the numerous vending machines at all metro stations,
major tram stops and news stands. You always need
to validate your ticket yourself by stamping it in the
machines at metro entrances and on trams. The most
common ticket is the 20K¢é transfer ticket, which is
validfor 75 minutes after validating (90 minutes between
22:00 and 05:00, on weekends and public holidays). The
14Ke non-transfer ticket is meant for tram rides under
20 minutes with no changes, or in the metro for up to 5
stations (changes allowed) from the departure station
within 30 minutes. We suggest you save yourself time
by buying a handful of these on arrival. If you're planning
to stay a bit and explore, get the one-day pass (80KS),
a three-day pass (220K¢), a weekly pass (280K¢) or
a 15-day pass (320Kc). Children under 6 travel free;
and tickets are half price for kids up to 15 years old.
Large pieces of luggage (including rucksacks) cost an
extra 10K¢ while dogs ride the rails for 20Ké. Fines for
no validated tickets are 500K¢ if paid on the spot or
pay 1,000K¢ later. The funicular railway and night tram
tickets are 20K¢.

Beware of Prague’s ultra-professional pickpockets,
especially on trams N°22 and 23 (which run from the
centre up to the rear entrance of the castle, saving
you the uphill walk) and in busy metro cars; consider
waiting for the next train if it looks squeezed. The metro
connects the two main train stations and Florenc bus
station to the centre and runs up to just past midnight,
after which the night trams (the mobile home to many
a smelly tramp) take over. Night trams zip in all direc-
tions with the Lazarskéa stop as the central crosspoint
every half hour. Tram information is on the red signs at
each stop and is generally correct assuming of course
that some worn out Skoda hasn't died on the tram lines.
For more information visit Dopravni podnik’s excellent
website with English and German information on routes
and schedules, at

www.dpp.cz, or call tel. 222 62 37 77.

Instant Prague

green) in about 20 minutes. From Dejvicka it is just five stops
to Muzeum in the centre of town. Bus N°100 whisks you to
Zlicin (Line B, yellow) from the airport in 13 minutes. There
is a new Airport Express (AE) bus from HoleSovice which
runs every half hour, whizzing you across the city in 30 mins.
Regular 20K¢ tickets are valid but if you areflying CSA or have
a Czech rail ticket, you get a free ride. First and last buses
from HoleSovice 05:15 & 21:45, from the airport 04:40 &
21:10. A 20K¢ transport ticket (plus a 10KE one for big bags)
will get you all the way into town or to the airport on any of
these public transport methods. Tickets can be bought at
the transport information desk in the arrival hall or from the
coin-operated machine at the airport bus stop, but not from
the driver. You need to validate the ticket (once for the whole
trip) in the machines on board the bus. There is a 24/7 left
luggage facilty at the airport - BOKE per item per day.
Prague’s new Terminal North 2 will allow for at least 4
million more passengers a year to travel into Prague. New
bars, restaurants, shops and services ply their trade in this
terminal which accommodates flights to and from Schengen
countries.

By bus

Most international buses arrive at Florenc bus station (Au-
tobusové néadrazi Praha Florenc, open 05:00 - 23:00), which
is also the watering hole of several endemic species living
solely on alcohol. For info on bus times inquire at window 8
(open 06:00 - 21:00). Alternatively, use the computer infront
of it to searchfor your bus at www.idos.cz. Window 6 (open
05:30 - 20:00, Sat 07:00 - 19:00, Sun 09:00 - 19:30) sells
tickets for the ever popular Czech National Express (Cesky
Narodni Expres) buses to Brno. The kiosk between window
4 and 5 (open 07:00 - 18:00, Sat 07:00 - 15:00, Sun 08:30
- 15:30) is an exchange office and also sells public transport
tickets, maps and guides. The nearest ATMis at Florenc metro
station, which is next to the bus station.

By car

If you plan to travel on the main highways then you'll need
to buy a road stamp, available from border crossings, filling
stations and post offices, and stick it to your windscreen.
Without the stamp you may be fined up to 5,000K¢.

By train

Praha Hlavni nadrazi (the main station, tel. 224 61 52 49)
is architecturally fabulous although you won’t know it until
you exit its underground nightmare. There is a tourist office
(open 09:00 - 19:00. Sat, Sun 09:00 - 16:00) in the centre
of the lower hall of the two levels. Currency exchange offices
abound, but for a better deal, use the ATM on the far left of
the lower hall. Left luggage (Uschova) requirements arefilled
by coin-operated lockers (10KE/24hrs) and a guarded lug-
gage depository opposite (closed for 30 minutes from 05:30,
12:00 and 17:30). Getting to town involves one stop on the
metro to Muzeum or a dangerous walk up busy Wilsonova.
Praha Holesovice (tel. 224 61 58 65), is used by trains
on the main Berlin - Prague - Vienna/Bratislava route. The
small hall holds the ticket office (open 09:00 - 17:00, closed
Sat, Sun), left luggage lockers, an internet café and several
exchange and accommodation offices (open 06:00 - 23:00).
It is three stops on the metro to Muzeum. There are two
classes on international trains, and prices vary according to
length of journey and class; expect to pay one third more for
first class tickets. For multilingual, quick and friendly service,
avoid the queues at the main railway station counters and
buy your ticket at Wasteels or at the Czech Railways agency
(Praha 1, V Celnici, open 09:00 - 17:00).

Tipping is expected, and 10% seems like a fair cut.
Figures in brackets indicate the average cost of a main
dish only. Here's a list of our favourites.

Czech

Beograd Praha 1, Vodiékova 5/12, MMdistek, tel. 224
94 60 63. Beograd serves up delicious Czech staples, plus
a list of specials that illustrate beautifully the art of culinary
fusion. Krusovice tmavé sits in copper tanks in the midst of
diners. » Open 11:00 - 23:00. (130 - 280Kg¢). [cel(E

Kamenny most Praha 1, Smetanovo nabf. 195,

[MStarométska, tel. 224 09 71 00, www.kamennymost.

cz. A breezy, ambient Czech establishment with a truly adven-

turous and creative menu. Every evening until 04:00 you can

also enjoy drinks and dancing in the fashionable music bar.
» Open 11:30 - 24:00. (180 - 500Kg¢). [€2](T) (R

Sovovy Mlyny Praha 1, U Sovovych miyni 2, (MMalos-
transka, tel. 257 53 59 00, www.sovovymlyny.com.
Especially recommended for its riverside terrace.The menu
includes many decent dishes but don't let that distract you
from fantastic views. Bring something warm and mosquito
repellent. » Open 09:00 - 24:00. [T Q &

U Kalicha Praha 2, Na Bojisti 12, (MI.P. Pavlova, tel.
296 18 96 00, www.ukalicha.cz. The pub that features at
the beginning of the Czech literary classic ‘The Good Soldier
Svejk’ as the planned location of the never-to-be meeting
“...at six in the evening after the war.” An oompah band
keeps the atmosphere rolling. » Open 11:00 - 23:00. (150
- 300Ke). EE(P O (H

U Modré riize Praha 1, Rytifska 16, MMstek, tel. 224

22 58 73, www.umodreruze.cz. The Blue Rose serves

refined Czech dishes in an antique setting to make you feel

like a lord or lady. The candle-lit 15th century brick cellar is

an ideal place for a romantic dinner with your sweetheart.
» Open 11:30 - 23:30. (350 - 750K¢). [€El(@) © B8

U Provaznice Praha 1, Provaznicka 3, MMdastek, tel.
224 23 25 28. An unbelievable deal so close to tourist central
and the beer-drinking ethos is prime in this atmospheric, busy
and friendly spot where the food is good and large. » Open
11:00 - 24:00. (75 - 333K¢). (F)

French

Brasserie La Provence Praha 1, Stupartska 9, (M)Nam.

Republiky, tel. 257 53 50 50, www.kampagroup.com.

The Kampa people went to great lengths to create a genuine

brasserie in Prague. The sommelier has selected several

uncomplicated wines that go wonderfully with the cuisine.
» Open 11:00 - 23:00. (130 - 600KGE). [cel(F

Brasserie M Praha 1, Vladislavova 17, (MNarodni
tfida, tel. 224 05 40 70, www.brasseriem.cz. A stunning,
authentic French brasserie from ex-Marriott Executive chef,
Jean-Paul Manzac. Dishes from the open kitchen are simple,
delicious and classically Gallic. Sublime. » Open 12:00 -
22:00. (200 - 650KZ). [cel®

Francouzska restaurace Praha 1, Namésti Republiky
5, (MNam. Republiky, tel. 222 00 27 70, www.francouzs-
karestaurace.cz. Superb French gourmet dishes from this
beautiful art nouveau restaurant’s award winning chefs.

» Open 12:00 - 16:00 & 18:00 - 23:00. (600 - 2,000K¢&).
@@

U Zavoje Praha 1, Havelska 25, W Miistek, tel. 226
00 61 20, www.uzavoje.cz. This house of wine consists
of arestaurant, café, wine bar and deli. Fabulously decadent,
this is an outstanding rare treat. » Open 11:00 - 24:00. Café
open 10:00 - 22:00. (550 - 1,300KE). [ee]

International

Alchymist Praha 1, Hellichova 4, (MStarométska, tel.
257 312518, www.alchymist.cz. Fabulous decor, service
and menu in this opulent restaurant with faintly oriental lean-
ings in the decor region, plus afew zebra stripes. Extensive
and expensive wine list. » (300 - 650KZ). EE® (&)

Allegro Praha 1, Veleslavinova 2a, (MStaroméstska,
tel. 221 42 70 00, www.fourseasons.com. The quality
of the Four Seasons hotel chain is obvious in the classic,
oak-panelled line of Allegro’s interior as well as by the range
of delicious Italian and Bohemian specialties on offer. » Open
06:30 - 24:00. (950 - 1,150Ke). [ce(H

Barock Praha 1, Pafizska 24, (M)Staroméstska, tel.
222 32 92 21.. Fabulous decor, succulent sushi and varied
European menufrom chef Jana Janatova. Beautiful people in
a beautiful space from Jimmy Sj66. » Open 10:00 - 01:00.
(250 - 850K3). [l

Dinitz Praha 1, Bilkova 12, (M)Staroméstska, tel. 222 31
33 08, www.dinitz.cz. Fresh ingredients lovingly prepared
and served with knowledge and grace, and all in sublime
surroundings. » Open 11:00 - 23:00. Closed Sun. (150
- 380K?). [l (W)™

Fluidum Praha 3, Lucemburska 1497/6, MJifiho z

Podébrad, tel. 222 221 702, www.fluidumrestaurant.

cz. Good wine list complements the small yet varied menu.

Subtle lighting, comfortable seating and service. Delicious.
» Open 11:00 - 24:00. (200 - 450Ke). Ea® (B

MIlynec Praha 1, Novotného lavka 9, (MStaroméstska,
tel. 221 08 22 08. With views of Charles Bridge and Chef
Marek Purkart, the first man to receive the Michelin Bibendum
twice, the terrace is full of Prague A-listers. » Open 12:00
- 15:00; 17:30 - 23:00. (600 - 1,500K¢). [€2l(T)

Beer

U Flekii H-5, Praha 1, Kfemencova 11, (MNarodni tfida,
tel. 224 93 40 19, www.ufleku.cz. Atourist trap since they
started brewing their dark, rich aromatic beer on this spot in
1499. » Open 09:00 - 23:00. (85 - 320KE). [ee]

U Pinkasl E-4, Praha 1, Jungmannovo nam. 16,
(MMastek, tel. 221 11 11 50, www.upinkasu.cz.
The first pivnice in Prague to have Pilsner Urquell on
tap. Two floors of beer swilling and elegant no-smoking
rooms are available for dining. » Open 11:00 - 23:00.
(150 - 200Kg). [ee]

Potrefena husaPrahal, Bilkova 5, M)Staroméstska,
tel. 222 32 66 26, www.potrefenahusa.wz.cz. TVs,
long bar and very good, large food although the onus re-
mains on ‘the culture of drinking’. » Open 11:30 - 01:00.
(50 - 350K¢). [eelH)

Na Verandach Praha 5, Nadrazni 84, (MAndél, tel.
257 19 11 11, www.ppivovary.cz. Enjoy Czech and
regional specialties with the freshest Staropramen in
town at the brewery restaurant. » Open 11:00 - 24:00.
(80 - 200Kg).
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H RESTAURANTS

BARS u

Olympos Praha 3, Kubelikova 9, (MJifiho z Podébrad,
tel. 222 72 22 39, www.tavernaolympos.cz. Excellent
Grecian starters, a haul of fresh seafood, andfriendly, hard
working staff. Superb. A great garden with a playground
to keep the kids happy. » Open 11:30 - 24:00, Sun
11:30 - 23:00. (200 - 500KZ). [ee[T) ()

Zahrada v Opefe Prahad, Legerova 75, (M Muzeum,
tel. 224 23 96 85, www.zahradavopere.cz. Inventive
dishes and proximity to the opera ensure a loyal dinner
crowd each night. The multilingual staff doesn't stop
pampering until the fat lady has sung. » Open 11:30 -
01:00. (150 - 400K¢). [€€1(2) 68
Dinitz Café Praha 1, Na Poriéi 12, tel. 222 31 33
08, www.dinitz.cz. Fabulous space with a great menu
comprised of the freshest ingredients and all served
until 02:00. Groove with the cool folk and stave off the
hangover with some late munchies. » Open 10:00 -
03:00. [ecl(#)([#

Good Reason Praha 2, Americka 29, (MNam. Miru,
tel. 222 51 87 94, www.goodreason.cz. Russian
specialities and other delicacies to the soundtrack of
cheesy but entertaining music creating a raucous night
out. » Open 11:30 - 24:00, Sat 18:00 - 24:00. Closed
Sun. (40 - 250Ke). [EEl(3) B @

Rybi trh Praha 1, Tynsky dvir 5, (MStaroméstska,
tel. 224 89 54 47, www.rybitrh.cz. Without a doubt,
this restaurant is afish-lover’s paradise. » Open 11:00 -
24:00. (190 - 890Kg). [cal®

Clear Head (Lehka Hlava) Praha 1, BorSov 2,
[M)Narodni tfida, tel. 222 22 06 65, www.lehkahlava.
cz. Healthy and delicious, this veggie place doesn't take
itself too seriously and despite the name, does serve
alcohol. » Open 11:30 - 24:00. (80 - 150K¢). &

[talian

Cicala Praha 1, Zitna 43, (MKarlovo nam., tel. 222 21
03 75. The entrance is nondescript, but once down inside
the cellar restaurant all doubts fade away. The great and the
good have dined here. » Open 11:30 - 22:30. Closed Sun.
(120 - 250K¢). [celER)

Divinis Praha 1, Tynska 23, (MStaroméstska, tel. 224
80 83 18, www.divinis.cz. Classy little wine bar and Italian
bistro in the heart of Old Town. We love the atmosphere, we
love thefood and we love the wine list. » Open 11:00 - 24:00.
Closed Sun. (150 - 400KZ). [eel(E

Don Giovanni Praha 1, Karoliny Svétlé 34/208,
(M)Narodni tfida, tel. 222 22 20 60, www.dongiovanni.
cz. This place has afantastic view of Charles Bridge and the
castle. As with all Italian restaurants, the food is the thing,
and this is arguably the best in town. » Open 11:00 - 24:00.
(250 - 450K¢). D QB E®E

Isabella Praha 1, U Milosrdnych 2, (MStaroméstska,
tel. 224 81 99 57. Swedish chef Lars Sjostrand made his
name as a founder of Kampa Park and has now introduced
his imaginative twists to Isabella’s pasta, steak and seafood
staples. Delicious desserts and impressive wine list. » Open
18:00 - 23:00. (200 - 500K¢). [ee]

Roca Praha 2, Vinohradska 32, (MNam. Miru, tel. 222

52 00 60. The best service we've ever had and exceptional

food for these prices; no wonder it's booked full every night.
» Open 10:00 - 23:30. (100 - 800Kg). [ee]

Instant Prague

Japanese

Nagoya Praha 5, Stroupeznického 23, (MAndél, tel.
251 51 17 24, www.nagoya.cz. Nagoya comes complete
with its Japanese chef and food that has quickly become
very popular with all. » Open 12:00 - 15:00, 17:00 - 23:00.
Closed Tue. (140 - 440KZ). [Eel®

YAMI Praha 1, Masna 3, (MStaroméstska, tel. 222 31
27 56. A new venue touted by many as the best sushiin town
plus awesome bibimbap, saki and kimchi that brings tears to
eye, although their prices might also. » Open 11:00 - 23:30.
(150 - 600KE). [ee]

Mexican

Banditos Praha 2, Melounova 2, (M)I.P. Pavlova, tel. 224
94 10 96, www.banditos.cz. More than just a Mexican as
their copy rightly claims and an amazing all-day full breakfast.
Cool barkeeps, clientele and tunes. » Open 09:00 - 01:00.
(100 - 300K¢). [eel(@)

Cantina Praha 1, Ujezd 38, (W Malostranska, tel. 257
31 71 73. A warm and atmospheric Mexican, serving
Texan-sized portions of decent grub and small swimming
pool sized margaritas that slip down far too easily. » Open
12:00 - 24:00. (120 - 300Ke). [Eel(T) (3

Pakistani

Mailsi Praha 3, Lipanska 1, tel. 222 71 77 83. Prague’s
best Pakistani restaurant is a leading light for authentic fla-
vour. The service is light yet deliciously attentive. » Open
12:00 - 15:00, 18:00 - 24:00. (150 - 400Kg).

Spanish

Don Pedro Praha 2, Masarykovo nabf. 2, (WKarlovo
nam., tel. 224 923 505, www.donpedro.cz. Fabulous
food from Columbian fried yuca and cola guisada, to excellent
steak and Mexican favourites. And then there are the tropical
cocktails, native coffee and South American wine. » Open
11:30 - 23:00. (130 - 280Kge). [celf (&)

El Centro Praha 1, Maltézské nam. 9, (M/Malostranska,

tel. 257 53 33 43, www.elcentro.czrb.cz. The paella is

savoury and fresh, the tortilla espanola is piquant, and the

gazpacho is delectable. It's a spicy change from the routine.
» Open 12:00 - 24:00. (120 - 300K¢). Ea[T® &)

La Bodeguita del Medio Praha 1, Kaprova 5,
(M)Staroméstska, tel. 224 81 39 22, www.bodeguita.
cz. Piles of ripe fruit and coconuts for cocktails, Latin beats,
Creole cooking and seafood galore. » Open 10:00 - 02:00.
(100 - 1,000K¢). [T (2 (=) (B ™ @)

Thai

Arzenal Praha 1, Valentinska 11, (MStaroméstska, tel.
224 81 40 99, www.arzenal.cz. Unusual and delicious mix
of Thai restaurant and glass design shop hosts as varied
menu. » Open 10:00 - 24:00. (150 - BOOKGE). [ce]H)

Siam Orchid Praha 1, Na Pofiéi 21, MNam. Republiky,
tel. 222 31 94 10, www.siamorchid.cz. While the au-
thenticity of the place is not added to by the décor, the Thai
massage next door, Singha beer and mention of farangs on
the menu point to a real Thai dining experience. And the food
doesn'’t disappoint. A delicious slice of Siam in a very Czech
courtyard. » Open 10:00 - 22:00. (120 - 200Kg).

Prague is knownfor its beer and its nightlife and for good
reason. Bars tend to keep pouring the drinks as long as
you keep drinking them...

Alcohol Bar Praha 1, Dusni 6, (MStaroméstska, tel.
224 81 17 44, www.alcoholbar.cz. Some refreshingly
original mixes introduce themselves in their veritable book
of cocktails. » Open 19:00 - 03:00.

Bar & Books Praha 1, Tynska 19, (MNam. Republiky, tel.
224 80 82 50, www.barandbooks.net. Deep red walls and
ceilings, leather benches, dark wood, books and impeccable
service typify Bar & Books. » Open 14:00 - 04:00, Sat 18:00 -
04:00, Sun 18:00 - 03:00. (105 - 295K¢). [cel(H)

Blind Eye K-4, Praha 3, Vlkova 26, (MJifiho z Podébrad,
www.blindeye.cz. Friendly folk onboth sides of the bar keep the
vibe going late with help from well mixed drinks (try their signature
McFly) and cool tunes. » Open 19:00 - 04:00. (2)4]

Bombay Cocktail Bar Praha 1, Dlouha 13,

(MStaroméstska, tel. 721 882 557, www.rasoi.cz.

Bombay seldom disappoints with a wide range of cocktails,

DJs who actually play what the diverse crowd wants to hear.
» Open 12:00 - 04:00. [€€](T) ()

Chateau Praha 1, Jakubska 2, [M/Nam. Republiky, tel.
222 3163 28, www.chateau-bar.cz. The local legend con-
tinues now with a club downstairs. » Open 12:00 - 05:00.

Duende Praha 1, Karoliny Svétlé 30, (M/Staroméstska,
tel. 604 26 97 31, www.duende.cz. A small split-level
bar containing casually sophisticated folks who sip and do
not gulp their drinks. The odd snack occasionally makes an
appearance to liven things up. » Open 11:00 - 01:00, Sun
17:00 - 01:00. ®

Fraktal Praha 7, Smeralova 1, MHradéanska, tel. 777
79 40 94, www.fraktalbar.com. Fraktal has grown up into
Mexican-leaning eatery with massive portions and a night
time onus is definitely still into drinking. » Open 12:00 -
01:00, Sat, Sun 11:30 - 01:00. (60 - 200Kg). (T (1)

Harley’s Praha 1, Dlouha 18, tel. 227 19 51 95, www.
harleys.cz. Interesting mix of clientele and talented barkeeps,
this long, long bar opened with little fanfare but has attracted a
dedicated crowd » Open 18:00 - 03:00. (120 - 350Kg¢). [ee]

K.U.Bar.Cafe Praha 1, Rytiiska 13, (MMustek, tel. 221
18 10 81. If you are trendy, cool, beautiful, wear the right
labels and want to hang out with like-minded folk, head on
down for higher than average prices, DJ tunes and small bar
menu. » Open 17:00 - 03:00, Sat, Sun 17:00 - 04:00.

Marquis de Sade Praha 1, Templova 8, MNam. Repub-
liky. New owners have made some changes - a lick of paint,
new furniture and spruced up toilets make the Marquis experi-
ence less shambolic now. » Open 16:00 - 03:00.

Mediiza Praha 2, Belgicka 17, (MNam. Miru, tel. 222 51
51 07, www.meduza.cz. Decked out with myriad bits and bobs
fromthe twenties and thirties, come to sink inthe soft furnishings
and relax. Fantastic pierogj too. » Open 11:00 - 01:00.

St. Nicholas Café Praha 1, Trzisté 10, (MMalostranska.
Dedicated drinkers keep the vibe going late and jazzy live
music adds to the cellar ambience. Snacks available. » Open
12:00 - 01:00, Sat, Sun 16:00 - 01:00.

Tretters Praha 1, V Koll é 3, (MStaroméstska, tel. 224
8111 65, www.tretters.cz. Committed barmenrattle up seri-
ously decent cocktails and serve excellent Bloody Marys. Best
be suited and booted. » Open 19:00 - 03:00. [cc](F

Zero Praha 1, Dusni 8, (MStaroméstska. A long bar,
private room at the rear and limited seating in order to keep
feet tapping in time to the usually cool tunes played by the
ever-changing roster of DJs. » Open 19:00 - 04:00.

Zvonarka Praha 2, Safafikova 1, (MI.P. Pavlova, tel.
224 2519 90. Zvonarka's amazing terrace hosts a BBQ and
booze. What more do you need? » Open 11:00 - 24:00.

Pubs

J.J.Murphy’s Praha 1, Trzisté 4, (MMalostranska, tel.
257 53 55 75, www.jjmurphys.cz. Watch live sport from
one of the sofas in the attic lounge or have a proper break-
fast or a real American burger on the ground floor. » Open
10:00 - 01:00. [ee]

U Sadu Praha 3, Skroupovo nam., (MJifiho z Podébrad,
tel. 222 72 70 72. U Sadu is a Czech legend with a wonder-
ful summer terrace and they serve beer till dawn and food till
04:00. » Open 10:00 - 06:00. (60 - 300K¢).

Sport bars

The Pack Praha 1, Ve Smeékach 21, (WMuzeum, tel. 222
21 02 80, www.thepack.cz. Tailor made for fans with scantily
cladwaitresses, flat screen T Vs, Guinness and Strongbow ontap,
Englishbreakfast,etc. » OpenMon & Fi09:00-02:00; Tue-Thu
12:00 - 02:00; Sat, Sun 06:30 - 02:00. [E€][@)

Three Lions Praha 1, Krakovska 19, (MMuzeum, tel. 222
21 09 56, www.threelionsprague.com. New huge Brit pub
with 15 plasma screens and 2 big screens, » Open 11:00 -
01:00, Sat, Sun 11:00 - 03:00. (200 - 350KZ). [e2](f])

Zlata hvézda Praha 1, Ve Smeckach 12, (MMuzeum,
tel. 296 22 22 92, www.sportbar.cz. Dedicated sports
bar remains open until the final whistle blows. 21K¢ Gam-
brinus, plus pizza and wings, etc. » Open 12:00 - 02:00,
Mon 11:00 - 24:00, Fri 11:00 - 04:30, Sat 12:00 - 04:30,
Sun 12:00 - 24:00. [€][3) =) 3 [

Jazz bars

U Malého Glena Praha 1, Karmelitska 23, (MMalos-
transka, tel. 257 53 17 17, www.malyglen.cz. A tiny
venue that hosts a wide spectrum of local bands. » Open
10:00 - 02:00. Admission Sun 70KE - 120KE. [e2](2) (&)

AghaRTA Jazz Club Praha 1, Zelezna 16,
(M)Staroméstska, tel. 222 21 12 75, www.agharta.cz.
This beautiful arched medieval cellar hosts fine bands on the
Prague jazz circuit, cut with the odd night of blues. » Open
21:00 - 23:30. Concerts daily at 21:00. Admission 150K¢.

Jazz Boat Praha 1, Gechiv most, Kotva boat,
(MStaroméstska, tel. 603 55 16 80, www.jazzboat.
cz. Take a musical journey on the low seas of the Vitava.
590K¢ 2.5 hour cruise to the accompaniment of excellent
jazz. » Open 20:30 - 23:00. T ([

Reduta Praha 1, Narodni 20, (WNarodni tfida, tel. 224 93
34 87, www.redutajazzclub.cz. Still brings in quality perform-
ers and even attracts a president or two. Havel has brought
Clinton here twice now. » Open 21:00 - 24:00.
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Prague has no problem providing nightlife. The town is
small enough to cover on foot, though as the night gets
longer, so does the distance between places.

Akropolis Praha 3, Kubelikova 27, (MJifiho z Podébrad,
tel. 296 33 09 11, www.palacakropolis.cz. A sprawling
den of scruffy delights; two bars with DJ in each, adjoining
café, plus the excellent gig space with some of the most
intriguing music in Prague. » Open 16:00 - 04:00. Admis-
sion 30 - 400K¢.

Batalion Praha 1, 28. fijna 3, MMustek, tel. 22010 81
47, www.batalion.cz. Sometime live music venue that also
provides rock videos, drinking, dancing, foosball, and copious
amounts of drunken debauchery. » Open 24hrs.

Celnice Praha 1, V Celnici 4, (MNam. Republiky, tel. 224
21 22 40, www.celnice.com. Trendy designer club decked
out with plastic and stainless steelfurniture plus ultrafashion-
able girls, boys and bartenders. » Open 11:00 - 04:00, Mon,
Tue, Sun 11:00 - 02:00. T Q &

Futurum Praha 5, Zborovska 7, (MAndél, tel. 257 32 85
71, www.musichar.cz. CD launch partiesfor Czechbands, the
oddfestival and half-decent DJs. Fridays host their popular 80s
& 90s night. » Open 20:00 - 03:00. Admission 100K¢.

Klub 007 Strahov Praha 6, Vanickova 7, Koleje GVUT

blok 7, tel. 257 21 14 39, www.klub007strahov.cz. Skulk-

ing inthe basement of student accommodation, this hardcore/

punk hip-hop club has been keeping study results badfor years.
» Open 19:30 - 01:00, Fri, Sat 19:30 - 02:00.

Le Clan Praha 2, Balbinova 23, (M)Nam. Miru, tel. 222
25 12 26. The shape-throwing in-crowd of Prague ebb and
flow here on the weekend, depending on what’s happening at
the other clubs in town. » Open 22:00 - 03:00, Sat 22:00 -
06:00. Closed Mon. 100K¢& admission for men.

Lucerna Music Bar Praha 1, Vodiékova 36, (M Mustek,

tel. 224 21 71 08, www.musicbar.cz. Local bands & interna-

tional live music plus the disarmingly popular 80s night on Sat.
» Open 19:00 - 06:00. Admission 50 - 150K¢.

Mecca Praha 7, U Prihonu 3, (MNadrazi HoleSovice, tel.
28387 0522, www.mecca.cz. The clubbing star of Prague
full of dedicated dancers, supermodels and you. » Open
11:00 - 22:00, Fri 11:00 - 06:00, Sat 12:00 - 06:00. Closed
Sun. Admission 150 - 200Kg. [e2](#) &8 (&)

Nebe Praha 1, Kfemencova 10, (MNarodni tfida, tel. 224
93 03 43. A dedicated crew of staff is on hand to dole out
cheap drinks to get the party started and keep it going in what
was Nebe. » Open 19:00 - 05:00. Admission 70K¢.

Punto Azul Praha 5, Kroftova 1, (MAndél, tel. 257 32
85 94, www.puntoazul.cz. A lengthy night of scruffy local
ragamuffins playing tunes ranging from drum’n’bass, under-
ground techno to deep house. » Open 17:00 - 01:00, Sat,
Sun 19:00 - 03:00. Admission 50 - 100K&.

RadostFX Praha 2, Bélehradska 120, (MI.P. Paviova,
tel. 603 18 15 00, www.radostfx.cz. RadostFX seems
to be attempting to be more of a brand name entertainment
centre than merely a club. Downstairs in the large housey
club, lounge and veg restaurant upstairs. » Café open
11:00 - 04:00. Closed Mon. Lounge open 11:00 - 04:00;
club 22:00 - 06:00.

Instant Prague

Retro Praha 2, Franzouzska 4, [MNam. Miru, www.
kavarnaretro.cz. Opened by Czech stars Support Lesbiens,
it will host more industry launches and while the DJ currently
plays chart-topping standards, the vibe isfairly cool and every-
one is there for fun. » Open Thu - Sat 17:00 - 05:00.

Rock Café Praha 1, Narodni 20, (MNarodni tfida, tel.
224 93 39 47, www.rockcafe.cz. Music club, internet
café and psychedelic bar. Worth visiting for cheap drinks
and interesting characters. » Open 10:00 - 03:00, Sat, Sun
19:00 - 03:00. Admission 50 - 100KE. ()

Roxy Praha 1, Dlouha 33, (MNam. Republiky, tel. 224 82
62 96, www.roxy.cz. Roxy is back with live gigs , kicking club
night & Free Mondays. » Box office open 16:00. Club open
for concerts 19:00, for club nights 22:00.

Solidni nejistota Praha 1, Ptrossova 21, (MNarodni
trida, tel. 224 93 30 86, www.solidninejistota.cz.
Beautiful people past and present, if you know what we
mean, throng to this meat market of a club in more ways
than one: juicy steaks cooked to order until 03:00. » Open
19:00 - 06:00. [ )

Studio 54 Praha 1, Hybernska 38, www.studio54.cz.

Where the crowds gofor the after party, things often don't kick

off here till well into the morning. Don't forget your sunglasses.
» Open 05:00 - 15:00. Admission 100KE.

Ujezd Praha 1, Ujezd 18, (MNarodni tfida, tel. 257 31
65 37. Young, shabby and hedonistic. The cellar is punk, and
upstairs is a more eclectic chill zone. Don't bring your posh
frock, do bring some energy. » Open 11:00 - 04:00.

Vagon Praha 1, Narodni 25, (MNarodni tfida, tel. 221
08 55 99, www.vagon.cz. Excellent live venue renowned
for quality cover bands, local and international acts plus an
open mic night on select Mondays. » Open 18:00 - 05:00,
Sun 18:00 - 01:00.

Vertigo Praha 1, Havelska 4, MMustek, tel. 774 74
42 56, www.vertigo-club.cz. With a café upstairs and
slap bang in the middle of tourist town, this newly opened
hot spot has claimed a crowd already. Café open from 08:00
- 21:00 except club nights when it is open to 04:00. » Open
21:00 - 04:00. Admission free.

Gay Prague

Drake’s Praha 5, Zborovska 50, (MAndél, tel. 257 32
68 28, www.drakes.cz. THE place for tourists to discover
Prague’s gay scene. Non stop fun and games in the dark
rooms, bar or dungeon. » Open 24hrs. Admission S500K¢E.

Friends Praha 1, Bartoloméjska 11, (WNarodni tfida, tel.
22423 67 72, www.friends-prague.cz. Friends is often the
first and last place visitors to Prague go to because, as they say,
friends make better lovers. » Open 16:00 - 05:00.

Valentino Praha 2, Vinohradska 40, (MNam. Miru, tel.
222 51 34 91, www.club-valentino.cz. A new star on the
Prague gay scene, three floors of good atmosphere, lovely
staff and kicking nights, with weekends attracting a huge,
pumping crowd. » Open 14:00 - 05:00.

The Saints Praha 2, Polska 32, (MJifiho z Podébrad,
tel. 222 25 03 26, www.saintsbar.cz. Young and good
looking, like their staff, the Saints bar adds a chilled but sinful
optionto Prague’s gay scene. » Open 17:00 - 02:00, Fri, Sat
17:00 - 04:00, Sun 17:00 - 01:00.

You haven't really been to Prague unless you've seen
these sights. It sounds harsh, but that’s just so you'll
actually go. These are worth visiting above all else.

Prague Castle Praha 1, Hradéany, tel. 224 37 33 68,
www.hrad.cz. From the almost pastoral serenity of St.
George’s Basilica, to the awe-inspiring Gothic power of
St. Vitus Cathedral, the castle has attractions for all: his-
tory, architecture plus marching soldiers and entertainment.
There’s an information centre in the second courtyard,
where you can find out what time the changing of the guard
takes place, buy tickets and get audio guides. T here are four
ways to approach the castle. By far the best way is to take
tram N°22 or 23 to the Pohofelec stop, where you start
with breathtaking views of Prague from Strahov Monastery;
then walk down through beautiful Hrad€anska district along
Loreténska towards the main castle entrance on Hrad¢anské
nameésti. You can skip the Hrad¢anska walk by getting off the
tram earlier, at the Prazsky hrad stop, from where you enter
the second courtyard. Alternatively, walk up Nerudova and
the steep hillfrom Malostranské namésti. T he worst approach
is up the Staré zamecké schody steps near Malostranska
metro station; these are best kept for the way down. Build-
ings and information open 09:00 - 17:00. Courtyards and
grounds (admission free) open 05:00 - 24:00. Admission to
the Cathedral, Old King’s Palace, St. George’s, Powder Tower
and Golden Lane: 350K¢. Cathedral, Old King's Palace &
Golden Lane: 220K¢. Reductions for families.

Jewish Prague Here, the story goes, Rabbi Loew created
the Golem nearly half a millennium ago. The community was
confined to a ghetto until 1781 when Josef Ilissued the Edict of
Tolerance, which permitted the free exercise of religion and the
secularisation of education, science and art. The Jewish town
is called Josefov to this day his honour. From the 1880s, in the
name of slum-clearing, most of Josefov was razed to the ground
and only afew synagogues, the cemetery and the Josefov town
hall remained. The starting point for to explore is the Jewish
Museum (Praha 1, U Staré skoly 1, tel. 221 71 15 62, www.
jewishmuseum.cz). Unfortunately, the idea for a museum en-
compassing the Jewish Quarter is not new. The reason that the
main buildings, synagogues and cemetery in the Jewish Quarter
are still intact, is that Hitler intended to transform the quarter
into an epitaph to a vanished culture. » Open 09:00 - 18:00.
Closed Sat. Admission 300/200K¢ for all sights.

Charles Bridge (Karliv most) Praha 1,
(M)Staroméstska. One of the world’'s most beautiful bridges.
Go at dawn to be alone and witness the saints emerging from
the mist. Some closures are expected for repair work.

0ld Town Square (Staroméstské namésti) Praha 1,
[MStaroméstska. The indisputable heart of Prague. Jan Hus,
markets and wonderful surrounding architecture all steeped
in centuries of history.

Town Hall & Astronomical clock (Staromestska
radnice) Praha 1, Staroméstské nam. The 14th century
Town Hall complex features a tower with the astronomical
clock added in the 15th century. T he climb or lift up the tower
is rewarded by the stunning views. » Open 09:00 - 18:00,
Mon 11:00 - 18:00. Admission 50/40/10K¢.

Municipal House (Obecni Diim) Praha 1, nam. Re-
publiky 5, (M/Nam. Republiky, tel. 222 00 21 27, www.
obecni-dum.cz. The magnificent Obecni Dim building holds
two restaurants, a super café, an American bar, a gallery,
shop, classical music venue and years of history.

Editor’s picks

Veletrzni Palace Praha 7, Dukelskych hrdini 47,
(MVitavska, tel. 222 32 14 59, www.ngprague.cz.
The stunning modernist Veletrzni Palace houses the
National Gallery’s collection of modern and contemporary
art, including works by Klimt and Frank Gehry. T he build-
ing is so big that they split entrance fees by how many
of its three floors you wish to visit. Tram N°5,12,17 to
Veletrzni. » Open 10:00 - 18:00. Closed Mon. Admis-
sion 50 - 300KE.

Charles University Botanical Gardens H-6,
Praha 2, Na Slupi 16, (MKarlove nam. Outside it's all
rockeries, winding paths leading nowhere and benches for
contemplation. Inside, the warmth of the glasshouse can
get uncomfortable but the musty, moistly lush aroma is
alluring. The Cactus Room is home now to a clone of the
Methuselah tree, the world’s oldest documented living
organism at 4,789 years old. » Open 10:00 - 18:00.
Admission 15K¢.

Botanical gardens (Botanicka zahrada) Praha
7, Nadvorni 134, (MNadrazi HoleSovice, tel. 234 14
81 11, www.botgarden.cz. Outdoor vineyard, chapel,
bonsai, a Japanese Zen garden, greenhouses and won-
derful views. The Fata Morgana greenhouse exhibits
desert, high sierra and tropical plants in a realistic set-
ting. » Open 09:00 - 16:00. Fata Morgana closed Mon.
Admission 40K¢, Fata Morgana 90 K¢.

National Theatre (Narodni divadlo) Narodni 2,
[M)Narodni tfida, tel. 224 90 16 68. A lavish neo-renais-
sance building with golden crown of chariot-driving women,
is Prague’s National Theatre. The building was completed
in 1881 and was almost immediately destroyed by fire. It
reopened in 1883.

Wenceslas Square (Vaclavské namésti) Praha
1, Vaclavské nam., (MMustek. This is where crowds
traditionally come to demonstrate against their incompe-
tent rulers. There are plans to rid the square of cars, bury
the highway in front of the museum in a tunnel and have
tram N°11 make a comeback. Czech patron St. Vaclav sits
astride the horse.

Vysehrad Praha 2, Sobéslavova 1, (MVysehrad. The
rocky cliff-top boasts Prague’s second castle. In the hearts
and minds of many Czechs, VySehrad symbolises the birth
of the Czech nation and is shrouded in legend and myth. The
cemetery holds the graves of some of the nation’s great and
good citizens. » Open 09:30 - 17:30.

Museums & Galleries

Cubism Museum Praha 1, Ovocny trh 19, [MNam.
Republiky, tel. 224 21 17 46, wwww.ngprague.cz. The
angular grace of 1920s cubism is apparent in the minimalist
and abstract lines of the sculptures, paintings, furniture, ceram-
ics and the building itself at this small but delightful museum.
» Open 10:00 - 18:00. Closed Sun. Admission 100/50K¢.

Decorative Arts Museum (UpM) Praha 1, 17. listo-
padu 2, tel. 251 09 31 35, www.upm.cz. Its permanent
exhibit showcases what normal articles (clocks, ceramics,
glass, clothing, photographs, furniture) from the 19th-20th
century. Built in 1989 in commemoration of Franz Josef be-
coming emperor, the building itself is impressive too. » Open
10:00 - 18:00. Closed Mon. Admission 80/30K¢. [ce]
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Kafka Museum Praha 1, Hergetova Cihelna, Cihelna
2h, tel. 257 53 55 07, www.kafkamuseum.cz. This
new collection entitled The City of K. Franz Kafka and
Prague opened in Barcelona in 1999, transferred to the
Jewish Museum in New York in 2002 and opened in Prague
in the summer of 2005. » Open 10:00 - 18:00. Admission
120/60K¢.

Kampa Museum Praha 1, U Sovovych mlyni 2, tel.
257 28 61 47, www.museumkampa.cz. Sitting prettily on
the west bank of the Vlitava is this large collection of Central
European modern art. » Open 10:00 - 18:00. Admission
100/50K¢E.

Lapidarium Praha 7, Vystavisté, tel. 233 37 56 36,
www.nm.cz. A superb permanent exhibition of stone
sculpture in the Czech lands from 11th to 19th century. In
an international competition in 1995, it ranked among the
ten most beautiful expositions in Europe. » Open 12:00 -
17:00, Sat, Sun 10:00 - 17:00. Closed Mon. Admission
20/10K¢.

Mozart Museum Praha 5, Mozartova 169, (MAndél,

tel. 257 31 67 53, www.bertramka.cz. This museum,

dedicated to the Austrian Wunderkind and the family he
lived with here in Prague, is located in their 17th century villa.
» Open 09:30 - 17:00. Admission 90/50K¢.

Mucha Museum Praha 1, Panska 7, (MMaustek, tel.
221 45 13 33, www.mucha.cz. Afitting tribute to artistic
genius, whether you prefer his pastel seasons or the accusing
desperation of the Slav Epic (his incomplete and huge mag-
num opus of which there are strangely no photos). » Open
10:00 - 18:00. Admission 120K¢.

National Museum (Narodni muzeum) Praha 1, Va-
clavské nam. 68, tel. 224 49 71 11, www.nm.cz. One
of the most celebrated buildings in Prague, but its exhibits
are not nearly as impressive. » Open 10:00 - 18:00. Closed
every first Tue of the month. Admission 80/40K¢.

Rudolfinum Praha 1, AlSovo nabf. 12, (M)Starométska,
tel. 227 05 92 05, www.galerierudolfinum.cz. Home to
the Czech Philharmonic and an exhibition space dedicated to
temporary exhibitions. » Open 10:00 - 18:00. Closed Mon.
Admission 100/50K¢.

Transport Museum Praha 6, Pato¢kova 4, (MHradcan-
ska, tel. 296 12 49 00, www.dp-praha.cz. See beautifully
restored classic trams and buses. Read the history and see
the uniforms, old advertising hoardings, maps and photo-
graphs. The historical tram (N°91, hourly from 12:00 - 18:00)
leaves from here. » Open Sat, Sun and public holidays only
09:00 - 17:00.

Parks & Gardens

Letna Park (MHradéanska. Massive park high atop the
Vltava and pinpointed by the often-static metronome where
once a massive statue of Joe Stalin stood. A fabulous spot
for views of the city and for kids of all ages with a playground
and much more, whatever the weather.

Zoo Praha Praha 7, U Trojského zamku 3, (MNadrazi
Holesovice, tel. 296 11 21 11, www.zoopraha.cz. Meet
the gorillas, penguins, kangaroos, giraffes, lions, tigers, par-
rots, wolves, hyenas and elephants. There’s afootbridge from
Stromovka park so a nice walk from Vystavisté isn't out of the
question. Or take bus N°112from the metro station. » Open
09:00 - 16:00. Admission 80/30K¢.

Instant Prague

Langhans Galerie Praha 1, Vodiékova 37,
(MMustek, tel. 222 92 93 33, www.langhansgal-
erie.cz. The sleek lined, clean-cut minimalism of a
award-winning symbiosis of old and new architecture is
complemented beautifully by the photographic exhibitions
hanging on its walls. » Open 12:00 - 18:00, Sat, Sun
11:00 - 16:00. Closed Mon. Admission 60/20K¢.

City Gallery Prague Praha 7, U Trojského zamku 1,
(MHolesovice, tel. 222 32 76 77, www.citygallery-
prague.cz. Troja’s Baroque villa houses two exhibitions
from this municipal collection; 19th century Czech Art and
Czech Sculpture. » Open 10:00 - 18:00. Closed Mon.
Admission 140K¢. Chateau grounds free.

Stone Bell House Praha 1, Staroméstské nam. 13,
tel. 222 32 76 77, www.citygalleryprague.cz. The
oldest Gothic house in Prague, hidden for years behind
a neo-Baroque facade, has been superbly restored and
now houses commendable art exhibitions. » Open
10:00 - 18:00. Closed Mon. Admission 90/50/20K¢.

Churches

Bethlehem Chapel D-3, Praha 1, Betlémské namésti,
(M)Staroméstska. From 1402to 1412, Jan Hus preached here
but in 1622, the Jesuits took control of the chapel and Catholic
mass became the service of the day. » Open 09:00 - 18:00.

Church of Our Lady Victorious B-3, Praha 1, Karmel-
itska 9, (MMalostranska, tel. 257 53 36 46. This house
a 45cm high wax statuette of Jesus known as the Infant
Jesus of Prague, which is a pilgrimage site of sorts. » Open
08:30 - 18:00, Sun 09:00 - 19:00.

Loreta A-1, Praha 1, Lorentanské nam. 7. One of the
country’s mostfamous places of pilgrimage, this chapel is just
a quick walk from the main entrance to the castle. » Open
09:15 - 12:15, 13:00 - 16:30. Admission 80/60K¢.

Ss. Cyril and Methodius Church H-5, Praha 1,
Resslova 9, (MKarlovo namésti, tel. 224 92 06 86. This
Orthodox church was built in honour of Cyril and Methodius,
the men responsible for the Slavonic alphabet. It became more
famous when on June 18, 1942 the Nazis discovered that the
seven Czech parachutists involved in the assassination of
Reichsprotektor Heydrich were hiding inthe crypt. » Cryptopen
10:00 - 17:00; Sun 12:00 - 17:00. Closed Mon.

St. Ignatius Church H-5, Praha 2, Jeéna 2, MKarlovo
nameésti, tel. 224 92 12 54. In 1671 this gorgeous church
was completed and the statue of Saint Ignatius, the founder
of the Jesuit order, was placed ontop. The churchis still active
and run by Jesuit monks.

St. Nicholas Church B-2, Prahal, Malostranské nam.

38, (MMalostranska, tel. 257 53 42 15. The ceiling fresco

depicts the apotheosis of St. Nicholas. Also of interest is the

organ, which has 2500 pipes and 44 registers, and it was

these very ivories that Mozart tinkled on his visit to Prague.
» Open 09:00 - 16:30. Admission 25/50K¢.

Strahov Monastery Praha 1, Strahovské nadvofi 1, tel.
220 51 66 71, www.strahovskyklaster.cz. The Strahov
Monastery has stood onthe approachto the castle since 1140.
Today, this Romanesque monastery houses various museums
for religious arts and is home to the quite stunning central
chapel. » Open 09:00 - 17:00. Admission 40 - 6OK¢E.

Finding one’s place in Prague takes some planning.
There seem to be two very distinct options: abundant
luxury and sparse, often inconvenient budget hous-
ing. Those who don't identify with either extreme and
long for affordable and central beds will need to book
ahead in the high season. Unless noted, prices include
breakfast and VAT.

Cream of the crop

Carlo IV Praha 1, Senovazné nam. 13, (M Hlavni nadrazi,
tel. 224 59 31 11, www.boscolohotels.com. The Carlo IV
is pure, unadulterated luxury, with rooms of impeccable taste
and every imaginable convenience. » 152rooms (14 singles
€150 - 180, 123 doubles €200 - 230, 3 suites €340 - 380,
2 apartments €1250 - 3000, 10 junior suites €340 - 380)
ESEEHOBMPEOME *k*x*x

Esplanade Praha 1, Washingtonova 19, (MMuzeum, tel.
224 5011 11, www.esplanade.cz. Aimost 100 years old,
this hotel is crammed with charm and the rooms are opulent.

» 74 rooms (16 singles €99 - 300, 44 doubles €99 - 350,
8 triples €129 - 350, 2 suites €229 - 399, 4 junior suites
€199 - 399) [T FE[ER * kK **

Four Seasons Praha 1, Veleslavinova 2a,
(M)Staroméstska, tel. 221 42 70 00, www.fourseasons.
com/prague. Just a step from Charles Bridge, the Four
Seasons affords its guests with as much class and comfort
as is humanly possible. » 161 rooms (singles €275 - 550,
141 doubles €295 - 570, 20 apartments €695 - 3900)
EFEHOBHPEE™E

Hoffmeister Praha 1, Pod Bruskou 7, (M| Malostranska, tel.
25101 71 11, www.hoffmeister.cz. Just below the castle is
this modern, elegant and reasonably-priced hotel. An upmarket
restaurantis onsitetoo. » 47rooms (3 singles€160 - 260, 21
doubles €200 - 300, triples €51, 3 suites €400 - 440, 3 apart-
ments €550 - 595, 11 junior suites €290 - 340, 6 patio rooms
€120 - 170) e T @O B M P)IEE)(E) * * * k%

Le Palais Praha 2, U Zvonaiky 1, (MI.P. Paviova, tel.
234 63 41 11, www.palaishotel.cz. Modern elegance
personified in this renovated Belle Epoch building in leafy
Vinohrady with fabulous views over Nusle. » [€€](T)

HOBRMBEEE **kxx

Palace Praha F-4, Praha 1, Panska 12, (M Mustek, tel.
22409 3111, www.palacehotel.cz. A beautiful Viennese
Art Nouveau building which has been providing superior ser-
vice to wealthier visitors to Prague since 1906. » 124 rooms
(114 singles €160 - 336, 3 apartments €855, 7 junior suites
€396) i@ QB MPIBELETE) *xkk*

Ventana E-3, Praha 1, Celetna 7, (MStaroméstska, tel.
221 77 66 00, fax 221 77 66 03, www.ventana-hotel.
net. From the dark wooden, marble and quartz lobby to the
understated sleek lines of the rooms, the Ventana Hotel
breathes elegance. » 29 rooms (3 singles €150 - 290, 21
doubles €190 - 350, 2 suites €450 - 590, 3 junior suites
€290 - 430) CEAQE (M E *****x

Hotel Yasmin F-4, Praha 1, Politickych vézhu 12,
(M)Muzeum, tel. 234 10 01 00, www.hotel-yasmin.cz.
Fabulous new four star designer hotel just behind Wenceslas
Square boasts architecture by Barbora Skorpilova and organic
interiors by Mario Wild. Facilities include noodle bar, lobby bar,
summer garden, sauna & fitness centre plus all mod cons and
business services.

HoTELs [REY
Upmarket

Adria Praha 1, Vaclavské nam. 26, MMdstek, tel. 221
081111, www.adria.cz. One of the most historic hotels in
Prague, and after a thorough refit it is also one of the most
modern. » 88 rooms (8 singles €106 - 135, 71 doubles
€127 - 235, 5 suites €160 - 285, 4 junior suites €139 - 255)
ETIOEBEMPEEE ***x*x

Andel’s Praha 5, Stroupeznického 21, (MAndél, tel.
296 88 96 88, www.andelshotel.com. Top-notch ac-
commodation with designer lines. » 231 rooms (singles
€235 - 300, 223 doubles €255 - 325, 8 suites €320 - 380)
EEHHOBEMPEOME ****x

Barcel6 Praha Praha 4, Na Strzi 32, (MPankrac, tel. 296
77 21 11, www.barcelo.com. An excellent Spanish-owned
hotel, this place has extremely friendly staff and small yet comfy
rooms. » 213rooms (singles€130 - 150, 198 doubles €150 -
170, 15 suites €170 - 240) [cclfE) (1) (P) 0 8.8.8

Bellagio Praha 1, U Milosrdnych 2, (M/Staroméstska,
tel. 221 77 89 99, www.bellagiohotel.cz. Suffused with
Italian style, the Bellagio is renownedfor excellent staff andfa-
cilities. » 46 rooms (6 singles €158 - 208, 39 doubles €180 -
232, 1 suite €207 - 285) @ E (M Q&) ****

Biskupsky diim Praha 1, Drazického nam. 6, (MMalos-
transka, tel. 257 53 23 20, www.starshotelsprague.com.
Rooms are elegant and full of antiques and the top floors have
sloping ceilings and beautiful views. » 45rooms (1 single€116 -
210, 44 doubles €150 - 230) Ee][T) (D [P) (&) * * * *

Carlton Praha 3, Taboritska 18, (M)Jifiho z Podébrad, tel.
222 7111 77, www.hotelcarlton.cz. Dark wood and deep
green soft furnishings give a sophisticated air to the rooms.

» 49 rooms (3 singles €73 - 133, 40 doubles €97 - 180, 6
triples €120 - 223) @ B[N P)E Q@[] * ***

Cerny slon Praha 1, Tynska 1, (MNam. Republiky, tel.
2223215 21, www.hotelcernyslon.cz. Rooms, decorated
with antique furniture, are spacious with amazing views. » 16
rooms (1 single €73 - 113, 11 doubles €117 - 190, 4 triples
€153 - 223) [ec( (P FH[E) * ***

Elite Praha 1, Ostrovni 32, (MNarodni tfida, tel. 224
93 22 50,www.hotelelite.cz. Rooms are grand, spacious
and historic, with wonderful high ceilings, and lovely antique
furniture. » 79 rooms (10 singles €112 - 176, 67 doubles
€125 - 199, 1 triple €169 - 267, 1 junior suite €147 - 216)
EOOMNRPEOTE ****x

Maria Prag Praha 1, Opletalova 21, (MMuzeum, tel. 222
2112 29, www.falkensteiner.com. Warm rooms have minibar
and a safe in a decidedly Japanese theme, Gorgeous wellness
spainthe basement. Lovely. » 109 rooms (singles €158 - 222,
109 doubles €168 - 232) [ce]d () @ (D (P) ([ * * * *

Maximillian Praha 1, Hastalska 14, (MNam. Republiky,
tel. 225 30 31 11, www.maximilianhotel.com. A beautiful
hotel has been improved on with an aesthetically-pleasing fu-
sion of contemporary, art deco, light, wood, chrome and more.

» 71 rooms (6 singles €133 - 253, 64 doubles €148 - 296,
1 suite €298 - 398) [cal® FE) ([N (&) * * * %

Roma Praha 1, Ujezd 24, (M)Andél, tel. 257 32 68 90,
www.hotelroma.cz. Leather couches and subdued lighting
are an appropriate introduction to classically minimalist rooms.
» 87 rooms (74 doubles €128 - 157, 8 suites €171 - 202, 5
junior suites €149 - 179) [cel@ (+) (D (P) > %k %k K
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Mid-Range

Adalbert Praha 6, Markétska 1, tel. 220 40 61 80,
www.hoteladalbert.cz. Serenely nestled in the calm
buildings and gardens of the Bfevnov monastery. » 23
rooms (7 singles €75 - 105, 12 doubles €97 - 132, 2 triples
€134 - 167, 1 suite €140 - 170, 1 apartment €169 - 202)
EIOBEHNPEE ***x

Archibald City Praha 1, Zitna 33, (MKarlovo nam.,
tel. 234 65 28 00, www.archibald.cz. Seven floors of
identikit rooms, but the new Archibald is good in its class.
» 80 rooms (80 doubles €68 - 104, extra bed €17)
CElEH @ RM(E) **kx

Claris Praha 2, Slezska 26, (MNam. Miru, tel. 222 51
3111, fax 242 44 61 12, www.hotel-claris.cz. Set in the
coveted Vinohrady district, Claris offers twofloors of light, spa-
cious and affordable rooms. » 24 rooms (2 singles €66 - 79,
22 doubles €86 - 106) [ce® [N (P)EH([E * * *

Cloister Inn Praha 1, Konviktska 14, (MNarodni tfida,
tel. 224 21 10 20, www.cloister-inn.com. A perfectly
reasonable, modern hotel, just afew minutes walk from Karliv
most. » 75rooms (3 singles €100 - 143, 62 doubles €110 -
150, 10 triples €127 - 167) @& (P) * % %

Dalimil Praha 3, Prokopovo nam. 2-3, (MFlora, tel. 222
78 26 66, www.euroagentur.cz. Set in two old houses
overlooking a square in Prague 3, the hotel has fresh-looking
rooms. » 53 rooms (singles€48 - 90, doubles €64 - 125, 20
triples €86 - 150) Ea® (D (P) * %k

Hastal Hotel Praha 1, Hastalska 16, tel. 222 3143 35,
www.hastal.com. Refurbished but retaining its charm, the
rooms are simple and comfortable with satellite TV, phone,
minibar and hairdryer. » [€€](T) [P *x**

Ibis Praha Smichov Praha 5, Plzefiska 14, (MAndél,
tel. 221 70 17 00, www.ibishotel.com. Hard working staff
keep smiling and converse freely in a number of languages. An
excellent choice for acomfortable stay across theriver. » 228
rooms (singles €64 - 84, 214 doubles €76 - 96, 12 triples €88 -
108, 2 suites €154) A B[P EHE M (& ***x

Kavalir Praha 5, Plzefiska 177, (WAndél, tel. 257 21 65
65, www.hotel-kavalir.cz. A completely refurbished three
star hotel on the main street of Praha 5 with quick and easy
access to the city centre, the Kavalir has lovely rooms. » 50
rooms (2 singles €46 - 80, 39 doubles €60 - 106, 9 triples
€77-133) M P)H ***

Tchaikovsky Praha 1, Ke Karlovu 19, (MI. P. Pavlova,
tel. 224 91 21 21, www.hoteltchaikovsky.com. On a qui-
et street, this hotel has friendly staff and stylishly-furnished,
spacious rooms. » 19 rooms (singles €55 - 106, 15 doubles
€73 - 119, 4 triples €88 - 143) ElQ @) * * *

Triska Praha 3, Vinohradska 105, (M) Jifiho z Podébrad,
tel. 222 72 73 13, www.hotel-triska.cz. The décor is a bit
rich for some tastes, but the rooms are comfortable and the
stafffriendly. » 57 rooms (singles €43 - 63, 4 doubles €57 - 77,
12 triples €82 - 105, 5 quads €99 - 133) E(P)(&) * * %

U Klenotnika Praha 1, Rytifska 3, MMustek, tel. 224
211699, fax 224 22 10 25, info@uklenotnika.cz, www.
uklenotnika.cz. Modern(ish) rooms in an old house are a bar-
gain at this price because this is as central as one can possi-
bly getinPrague. » 11rooms (3 singles€70 - 100, 3 doubles
€85 - 130, 5 triples €100 - 160) [cel® * %k %

Instant Prague

Apartments

Accome Julis Praha 1, Vaclavské nam. 22, (MMustek,
tel. 234 69 96 99, www.accome.com. Compact but beau-
tifully appointed apartments with elegant and modern style.
» 72rooms (11 singles €66 - 137,43 doubles €79 - 198,18
triples €100 - 250) [T @ #H S (P) B[ (E) * *x*x

Apartments Oasis CITY Wenceslas Square 36,
(MMustek, tel. 224 210 146, www.oasiscity.cz. Sev-
eral with balconies facing the sunset, and all with kitchen,
bathroom and washing machine. » (1-8 person apartments

€50 - 220) e (HENP@HE

0ld Town Apartments Praha 5, Zubatého 11, (MAndél,
tel. 257 31 66 62, fax 257 31 34 41, booking@prague-
hotel.co.uk, www.prague-hotel.co.uk. Well-priced, clean
apartments with equipped kitchens across the city. » 80
rooms (80 apartments €119 - 249) [ec]

Pensions

Brezina Praha 2, Legerova 41, (MI.P. Pavlova, tel. 224
26 67 79, www.brezina.cz. Select floors in two buildings
comprise this friendly, clean and comfortable pension. » 35
rooms (1 single €37 - 67, 28 doubles €43 - 73, 9 triples €58 -
88). DB MPIE ***

City Penzion Praha 2, Zahiebska 16, (MNam. Miru, tel.
222 52 24 22, www.citypenzion.cz. Spacious, simple yet
comfortable rooms and apartments. » 21 rooms (singles
€47 - 78, 10 doubles €57 - 103, 5 triples €67 - 114, 2 quads
€95 - 124, 4 apartments €103 - 137). € (P)[@ * * %

Musketyr I-5, Praha 1, Mezibranska 13, (MMuzeum, tel.
296 22 00 00, www.umusketyra.com. Rooms and apart-
ments have been renovated, all are comfortable and sleek.
» 40rooms (1 single €54 - 63, 30 doubles €70 - 83, 3 triples
€96 - 123, 6 quads €124 - 160). T (M P * **

Advantage Praha 2, Sokolska 11, (M) I.P. Pavlova,
tel. 224 91 40 62, www.advantagehostel.cz. Good
location, comfortable, basic but clean rooms and with
some of the most helpful English-speaking staff around.
» 26 rooms (2 doubles €13 - 20, 4 triples €12 - 17, 6
quads €12 - 17, 2 apartments €15 - 22) cel® (1)
Clown & Bard Praha 3, Bofivojova 102, (MJifiho z
Podébrad, tel. 222 71 64 53, www.clownandbard.com.
Inthe heart of Zizkov is this colourfully-named and busy hos-
tel. Breakfast not included. » Beds 250 - 450K¢. (f])
Golden Sickle Praha 1, Vodiékova 10, (MMustek,
tel. 222 23 07 73, www.goldensickle.com. A huge
labyrinth of dorms, rooms and rather nice apartments
around a picturesque courtyard. » 19 rooms (1 double
1400 - 1700K¢, 2 triples 1500 - 2400K¢, 3 quads 2000 -
3000KE, dorm beds 350 - 550K¢) [eel(T) (1D )
Old Prague Hostel Praha 1, Benediktska 2, (MNam.
Republiky, tel. 224 82 90 58, www.oldpraguehostel.
com. Award-winning hostel slap bang in the thick of
Prague’s nightlife. » 20 rooms. Doubles €36 - 48, Triples
€45 - 57, Quads €60 - 70. Dorms €16 for bed. &
Sir Toby’s Praha 7, Délnicka 24, (MNadrazi
Holesovice, tel. 283 87 06 35, www.sirtobys.com. A
friendly, excellently-run independent hostel. » 27 rooms
(1 single €33, 4 doubles €40, 4 triples €50, 6 quads €60,
5 quint €75, dorms €13) [cel[T)Q E (D

Useful information

24-hour pharmacies

Lékarna Modfany Praha 4, Soukalova 3355.
Lékarna Palackého Praha 1, Palackého 5.
Lékarna U Andéla Praha 5, Stefanikova 6.
Lékarna U Svaté Ludmily Praha 2, Belgicka
37.

Dentists

American Dental Associates Praha 1, V Celnici
4,tel. 2211811 21.

Dental Emergencies Praha 1, Palackého 5, tel.
22494 69 81.

Dental Surgery and Laboratory Praha 4, U
druzstev 10/1668, tel. 241 40 39 70.

Dr. Zizkova Praha 6, Evropska 32, tel. 233 33
37 08.

European Dental Center Praha 1, Vaclavské
nam. 33, tel. 224 22 89 84.

Help

AIDS Help Line, tel. 224 91 55 64.

Alcoholics Anonymous I-3, Na Pofiéi 16, tel.
27216 17 25.

Crisis Center Prague -6, Praha 2, Ke Karlovu 11,

tel. 284 01 66 66.

Medical centres

Canadian Medical Care Praha 6, Veleslavinska
1, tel. 235 36 01 33.

Health Centre Prague Praha 1, Vodiékova 28,
tel. 224 22 00 40.

International Medical Services Praha 7, Jankov-
cova 16, tel. 266 77 37 11..

Medicover Praha 2, Tylovo nam. 3/15, tel. 234
630111.

Pediatric Health Centre Prague Praha 4, Ke
Spofé 7, tel. 244 40 31 14.

Opticians

Eiffel Optics F-3, Praha 1, Celetna 38, tel. 221
6133 02.

Grand Optical F-3, Praha 1, Na pfikopé 19/21,
tel. 224 23 83 71..

Cultural institutes

British Council Praha 1, Bredovsky dvar, tel.
222991111.

Cervantes Institute Praha 2, Na Rybniéku 6, tel.
221539211.

Goethe Institut G-5, Praha 1, Masarykovo nabf.
32, tel. 22196 21 11. .

Institut Francais I-5, Praha 1, Stépanska 35, tel.
221401011.

Emergency numbers

Ambulance, tel. 155. City Police, tel. 156.
Fire, tel. 150. Police, tel. 158.

Car rental

Alimex Praha 7, Tusarova 39, (MVitavska, tel. 233 35
00 01/800 15 01 70, www.alimexcr.cz. The best-value
car rental company in Prague. » Open 08:00 - 18:00, Sat,
Sun 08:00 - 17:00.

Avis Praha 1, Klimentska 46, tel. 221 85 12 25, www.
avis.cz. » Open 08:00 - 18:00. Closed Sat, Sun.
Budget Praha 1, nam. Curierovych 5 (Intercontinental
Hotel), tel. 224 88 99 95, www.budget.cz. » Open
08:00 - 20:00. Airport office, tel. 220 11 32 53, open 08:00
- 22:00. Reservation centre tel. 235 32 57 13.
Czechocar CSPraha 4, 5. kvétna 65 (Congress Centre),
tel. 261 22 20 79, www.czechocar.cz. One-way rental to
certainforeign destinations is also possible. » Open 08:00 -
18:00, Sat, Sun 08:30 - 16:00. Also at (F-3) Na prikopé 23, tel.
224 22 81 41, open 10:00 - 18:00, closed Sat, Sun.
Dvorak Rent a Car Praha 1, Revoluéni 25, tel. 224 82
62 60, www.dvorak-rentacar.cz. Limousines and chauf-
feurs also available. » Open 08:00 - 16:30. Closed Sat, Sun.
Airport office, tel. 220 11 36 76, open 08:00 - 21:00.
Hertz Praha 2, Karlovo nam. 28, tel. 222 23 10 10,
www.hertz.cz. » Open 08:00 - 20:00. Also at Praha 6,
Evropska 15 (Diplomat Hotel), tel. 224 39 41 74, open 08:00
- 16:00. Closed Sat, Sun. Airport office tel. 233 32 67 14,
open 08:00 - 22:00.

JS Car Praha 4, Pod Kréskym lesem 36, tel. 602 21 64
15, www.js-car.cz. Not much Englsih spoken, but service
and price are excellent.

National Car Rental Praha 2, Masarykovo nabf. 4,
tel. 224 92 37 19, www.nationalcar.cz. » Open 08:00 -
20:00. Airport office tel. 220 11 45 54, open 08:00 - 22:00,
closed Sat, Sun.

Sixt Praha 8, Pobfezni 1 (Hilton Hotel), tel. 224 84 24
07, www.e-sixt.cz. Book online for some of good rental
rates. And check out their even more budget version at www.
sixticom. » Open 08:00 - 22:00. Airport office tel. 220 11 53
46, open 08:00 - 22:00, Sat, Sun 08:00 - 20:00.

Smart, tel. 724 32 23 22, www.e-autopujcovna.com.
Get Smart cars and others for some good weekend deals.

Taxis

AAA -Radiotaxitel. 14 014/222 33 32 22, www.
aaa.radiotaxi.cz. The most reputable company in town.
Ordering by SMS is possible at tel. 606 999 069 but
requires preregistration.

Airport Cars tel. 220 11 38 92, www.airport-cars.
cz. The silver cars with AVIS stickers waiting outside the
airport arrivals hall charge 650K¢ for a ride to the city
centre. » Open 08:00 - 23:00.

City Taxi tel. 257 257 257, www.citytaxi.cz. SMS
totel. 777 25 72 57 withyour name and location and they
will SMS you the ETA of your taxi, plus its make, colour and
plate number. Now with a van for cargo transport.
Halotaxi Praha 3, Vinohradska 160, tel. 244 11 44
11, www.halotaxi.cz.

Prague Airport Shuttle www.prague-airport-shut-
tle.com. A family-run business with some superlative
customer feedback. They wait if your flight is delayed, they
give info on sights and transport on the way into the city,
and if there’s more than one of you, it’s a steal. 1-3 pax
B650KE, 4-5 pax 950K¢, 6-8 pax 1,200K¢E. Contact them
if you need a limo or have more passengers.

Sedop Praha 10, Svehlova 25, tel. 271 72 22 22,
www.sedop.cz.

Taxi Praha Praha 5, Vrchlického 9, tel. 222 11 10
00, www.taxi-praha.cz.
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