














BRIl NIGHTLIFE

Mileczarnia E-4, ul. Wlodkowica 5, tel. 071 788 24 48,
www.mle.pl. There's a real Krakowian flavour to this back
street bar. Somewhere in the darkness you'll be able to make
out a boho art crowd discussing heavyweight topics while
huddled over candlesticks. With the onset of night this venue
becomes a black fog, with local thinkers groping around to
avoid clattering into the profusion of wobbly tables andframed
sketches. Recommended. QQOpen 08:00 - 02:00, Fri, Sat
08:00 - 04:00. PIAEXW

Moloco B-2, ul. Wiezienna 21, tel. 071 341 01 32,
www.moloco.pl. Well designed and ultra fashionable so a
high head count of metrosexual cretins comes guaranteed.
Don't let that deter you from visiting. Galeria Italiana has
proved a cursed location for a number of ventures, but
Moloco looks destined for a long life. Mixing stark white
colours with polished brown woods this place features a
long bar with huge metallic baubles hanging overhead,
and a black and white Breslau street scene covering the
back wall. Out front top-to-bottom windows allow views of
a medieval prison while pre-party club sounds elevate the
atmosphere as the night draws on. This is as cutting edge
as Wroctaw gets, and a visit here is a must for designer
tagged trendies.QQ Open 07:00 - 24:00, Sat, Sun 07:00 -
01:00. PAUEBXW

Novocaina A-3, Rynek 13, tel. 071 343 69 15, www.
novocaina.com. A main square location guarantees the
crowds, but there's plenty more to recommend about this
spot aside from a ground zero location. Black clad blondes
humour your fractured attempts at Polish from behind a
large wooden bar, while portrait frames hanging from
the walls reveal plasma screens relaying thin girls doing
their thing on Fashion T V. Plush red seating and cinnamon
smells are enough to entice after-office drinkers to stay
on for ‘one more drink' while the stack of pizza boxes
behind the bar suggest a menu aimed at in-between beer
moments. Downstairs opens into a more clubby space,
with stainless steel toilets afashionably ironic 80s style.
QO0pen 20:00 - 03:00. Closed Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, Sun.
PJABXW

Paparazzi F-4, ul. Rzeznicza 32/33, tel. 071 341 04
85, www.paparazzi.com.pl. Find a hyper cool crowd of
platinum airheads and local hotshots dressed in collars and
cufflinks in one of the best bars in the city. A rectangular bar is
the centerpiece from which black clad hipsters mix cocktails
withfatal precision, though any headache the next day is just
as likely to be the doing of the steel column positioned right
outside the gents; you have been warned. Grand colonnades
support the ceiling, black and white prints of film icons cling to
the walls and sexy music pipes in the distance; this is designer
drinking exactly the way it should be. Q Open 12:00 - 01:00,
Fri 12:00 - 03:00, Sat 16:00 - 03:00, Sun 16:00 - 01:00.
PJAUEXW

Pod Papugami A-3, ul. Sukiennice 9a, tel. 071 343 92
75, www.podpapugami.com.pl. Packed with wasp-waisted
blondes Pod Papugami still manages to rate as one of the top
drinkeries in town. Squeeze among the local stars to knock
down complicated cocktails amid film reels, projectors and
vintage movie memorabilia. Live music most nights, and the
performances are usually very good indeed.QQOpen 11:00
- 01:00, Mon 12:00 - 01:00, Fri 11:00 - 02:00, Sat 13:00 -
02:00, Sun 13:00 - 24:00. JAEBX

Prowokacja B-4, ul. Piotra Skargi 18a, tel. 071 787
41 62, www.prowokacja.com.pl. The vaulted - and
some say haunted - depths of Partisan Hill have finally gone
under the surgeons knife and been gifted the facelift they
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deserve. The result is Prowokacja, and its simply stunning.
If the weather is behaving don't miss their outdoor seating,
where aforest of tables and parasols have been positioned
under a shield of colonnades. Inside, downstairs, the brick
interiors have been transformed into a smart space holding
both restaurant and bar area. This is the new watering hole
of choice for the high-flying set, and with a door policy to
reflect this. QOpen 16:00 - 23:00, Fri, Sat 20:00 - 04:00.
PABXW

Spiz Brewery A-3, Rynek Ratusz 2, tel. 071 344 72
25, www.spiz.pl. Spiz comes decked out like a Chinese
laundry - what with all the sinister pots and pipes - and
is nowadays remarkable only for the staff; often engaged
in open hostilities with the patrons who pay their wages.
But that bothers no-one, and a free table here is a rarity.
A bubbling beer hall atmosphere prevails throughout this
cellar, and the acoustics are often drowned out by pub DJs
playing sing-along hits for the benefit of German pension-
ers. There's four house beers to pick from, and to be fair
none of them are all that good. This place is yesterdays
news, and the opening of Bierhalle is the proof.QQOpen
10:00 - 03:00, Mon, Sun 10:00 - 24:00, Tue, Wed 10:00 -
02:00. PJAXW

Stare Miasto E-4, ul. Wlodkowica 18, tel. 071 341 86
08, www.staremiasto.wroc.pl. If you've had enough of
mixing it with the thesps and beatniks on Wiodkowica then
point your compass in this direction. Set over two floors Stare
Misato is a long, narrow space, and decorated with the obliga-
tory pics of black and white Breslau in its heyday. It's a pub
by name, though a little more swank than the competition,
and in summer the riverside beer garden demands a visit.
QOpen 16:00 - 01:00, Fri, Sat 16:00 - 04:00, Sun 15:00 -
01:00. PABXW

Clubs

Antidotum F-4, ul. Kietbasnicza 32, tel. 0 664 95 78 85,
www.antidotum.wroc.pl. A new find set inside a network of
underground tunnels. It looks great with a design that's kept
to scrubbed stone walls, stripped wood floors and an array
of deep sofas. There's no surprises found hidden in the DJ's
bag with a safe choice of club house tunes and the occasional
disco anthem played to a fervent crowd of Miss Polska six
footers. QOpen 19:00 - 03:00. Closed Mon, Tue. PAU

Klub 13 Igiel A-3, ul. Igielna 13, tel. 0 695 32 66 34.
Wroclaw does mystery very well - it's all the cobbled side
streets that do it - and one such mystery is how this place
suddenly became a great place in whichto spend time. When
it opened it wasfull of the city's sunglasses set, thick-headed
loons and their blond tarts. Now you can expect to find a far
more laid-back, witty and welcoming crowd, all enjoying cut-
ting edge London sounds provided - most nights - by a DJ. In
the afternoon and early evening it doubles as a student cafe.
QO0pen 13:00 - 02:00, Fri, Sat, Sun 15:00 - 02:00. JX

Maniana E-4, ul. Sw. Mikotaja 8-11, tel. 071 343 43
70. Go through the courtyard and up the stairs to enter this
den of iniquity, where clientele comes dressed in the latest
retro geek fashions and committed to excess; don't let the
absence of a dancefloor stop you from doing your Travolta,
spontaneous dancing is rife and encouraged. Looking rough
and scruffy Maniana comes with mystical beads dangling
above the bar, steel piping and armchairs with springs poking
out. Sounds from the last 30 years spill from the DJ station,
booming away long after the rest of Wroctaw sleeps. QOpen
17:00 - 02:00, Thu 17:00 - 05:00, Fri, Sat 17:00 - 07:00, Sun
18:00 - 02:00. PABX

Pasja A-5, ul. Swidnicka 53, tel. 0 609 20 91 60,
www.pasjaclub.pl. One of the hottest addresses in
town, complete with a whirring disco ball and a volup-
tuous interior of Doric columns and vanilla seating. The
impeccable crowd consists of vampy girls and lads on the
verge of making their fortune, practicing snake hip dance
moves to the house sounds that thump from an excellent
sound system. QOpen 21:00 - 05:00. Closed Mon, Tue,
Sun. PAEBX

PRL A-3, Rynek-Ratusz 10, tel. 071 342 55 26, www.
prl.wroc.pl. You may have noticed the beat-up cars
pootling around the streets with pics of Comrade Lenin
painted on them. They're to spread the gospel of PRL, a
commie-themed bar with portraits of Chairman Mao and
other baddies on the walls (which some IYP editors don't
find to be ironic so much as in very bad taste). The natives
lap it up and in the evenings the cellar turns into a sweaty
disco full of wandering hands. Q Open 12:00 - 02:00, Wed
12:00 - 02:30, Thu 12:00 - 03:00, Fri, Sat 12:00 - 04:00.
PAEBXW

Ra Bar Bar B-3, ul. Wita Stwosza 3, tel. 0 695 60 38
48, rabarbarklub@gmail.com. T his subterranean club/
lounge favoured by dudes with squeaky white sneakers
and glam girls with gold handbags has smoothed over
the bricks and drop-ceilinged the vaults to create an
inspecific far east atmosphere filled with lotus-like pat-
terns, blue and pink lights and bass-heavy electro music.
Jiggling happens on a recessed dancefloor while the lazy
look on from low-slung couches. The three bars seemed
completely unnecessary the night we were there, but
we've the potential to be proven wrong. QOpen 20:00 -
03:00. PAEW
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XO A-3, ul. Kazimierza Wielkiego 19, tel. 071 712 48 30,
www.xolive.pl. Upon opening this winter, XO immediately
rocketed itself to the top of Wroctaw's nightlife scene. A large,
versatile space with five bars over two levels, XO is a centre of
culture and entertainment able to deftly transform itself into
club, concert venue, theatre or modern art gallery, while retaining
characteristics of them all. On a regular weekend when esteemed
out-of-towners aren't taking the stage (in only their second
month XO hosted Guru's Jazzmatazz), peerless DJ's knead
vinyl as the modern, minimal interior of low white cushions and
concrete is impregnated with house music, whirling projections,
coloured lights and smoke machine magic. T he refined cocktail
list is presided over by expert barstaff who favour simple, clean
combinations over muddled experiments and the dress code
is strict, ensuring only the best dressed go to the ball.Q Open
Fri, Sat, 21:00-05:00, and during concerts. PAUEXW

Adult entertainment

Pruderia PI. Solidarnosci 1/3/5, tel. 071 781 01 36,
www.pruderia.com.pl. Ourfavourite strip club in Poland, with
private routines that are guaranteed to get the snake poking
out of the grass. Allow yourself to be entertained by the cocktail
grandmaster working from behind the bar, or step among the
Bond girls searching for the evening’s sugar sponsor. With entry
priced at 40zt, and private dances starting at 100z, this place
is by no means cheap, but it gets both thumbs and pecker
up every time.QQ Open 21:00 - 04:00. Closed Sun. PAX
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A walk around the streets of old town is a must, with
the sensible start/finish point being the (A-3) main
square (Rynek); one of the largest town squares in
Europe. The center piece of the square is the (A-3) Town
Hall (Rynek Ratusz), and a walk in and amongst its
inter-connecting streets is a must. The first thing you'll
probably notice about the Town Hall (Ratusz) is that it
seems to be patched together from bits and pieces of a
dozen different buildings. In a way it was. Construction
began on it in the end of the 13th century and continued
- through all the changing political and artistic forces
- for about 250 years. The Town Hall was the centre of
city life up until the early 20th century, housing the Town
Council, merchants’ stalls and - most importantly - a beer
cellar. The building escaped relatively unscathed after
World War Il (an estimated 10% was damaged). After
reconstruction work, it was re-opened as the Museum
of City-Dwellers’ Art (Muzeum Sztuki Mieszczanskiej).
Inside you can see the remarkable Gothic interiors and
a collection of silver and other city artefacts. In the
Treasury room, look for the new flower-shaped decorative
keystones: these replaced Nazi symbols that were
installed during World War II.
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To the north west of the square find the (A-3) ‘Hansel and
Gretel’ building — two slim baroque buildings linked by a
gateway, leading to St Elizabeth’s church. If you are not
averse to claustrophobic stairwells then a climb to the
top of the church is rewarded with panoramic views. The
old town is filled with oddities, not least the numerous
cast iron animals found on Stare Jatki (A-2), erected to
commemorate the streets former function as the towns
butchers quarter. But that’s nothing compared to the
15 gnome sculptures found hidden around the streets
of town. They might sound like a daft tourist gimmick,
but they are in actual fact a direct tribute to the Orange
Alternative Movement — a surrealist local art community
that played a key role in the anti-communist protests of
the 1980s. Pick up a copy of our print guide for a full list
of locations where the little fellas can be found lurking, or
head to the corner of (A-4) ul. Swidnicka and ul. Kazimierza
Wielkiego to find our favourite: Papa Krasnal.

Wroctaw is primarily a student town and a walk around the
(B-2) university campus is essential. Many of the buildings
have been restored to their former glory in recent years, and
the ceilingfrescoes inthe main assembly hall (Aula Leopoldina)
are dazzling. Keep an eye outfor the naked swordsman, one of
Wroctaw’s most photographed monuments. Continue across
the river and you'll find yourself on (C-2) Ostrow Tumski, an
areafilled with churches and photo opportunities. Dominating
the lot is the (D-2, pl. Katedralny 18) Cathedral of St John
the Baptist — an awesome construction originally dating from
the 13th century. Once again, tourists are offered the chance
of the trip to a panoramic view platform on top of the spire,
though you may be out of luck if the weather is bad.

Absolutely no trip to Wroctaw is complete without a visit to
the (C-3, ul. Purkyniego 11) Ractawice Panorama — a 140
metre canvas celebrating a historic Polish victory against
Russian forces in 1794. This is the city’s pride and joy, so
don't dare let on to any of the natives that you never paid
a visit. Those wishing to trace Wroctaw’s near extinguished
Jewish history should pay a visit to the cemetery on (E/F-7)
ul. Slezna 37/39. Dating from 1856 the cemetery is one of the
best preserved Jewish necropolises in Poland. Jewish life was
completely decimated by WWII, and the war weighs heavily
on the city. Destroyed in one of the fiercest sieges of WWII
there visitors can still observe traces of Wroctaw’s wartime
heritage. The bunker used by Nazi high command still exists
at Partisan Hill (B-4, Wzgbrze Partyzantow, ul. Ks. Skargi),
and two Soviet war cemeteries can be found deep in the
suburbs on ul. Karkonoska Skowronia Géra.

Don't forget to cross the river to view the Hala Ludowa (-4,
ul. Wystawowa 1) it was built in 1913, the People’s Hall (then
known as Century Hall, Hala Stulecia in Polish) was really
something. Max Berg, the renowned Modernist architect,
designed the building to commemorate the 100th anniversary
of Napoleon’s defeat at Leipzig. Today, well, judge the greying
concrete structure yourself. The building is primarily used
for trade fairs and concerts, but tour buses still dutifully
drop bewildered tourists at its doors. The acoustics in the
18,000-seat hall are said to be excellent, so we recommend
saving your tripfor a concert (or a visit from the Pope - the late
Pope John Paul Il spoke here in May 1997). On the grounds
are a massive man-made pond and covered walkway just
made for a Sunday stroll. Lying in close proximity are a scenic
Japanese garden and Wroctaw Zoo (J-4/5, ul. Wréblewskiego
1-5) — dating from 1865 and Poland’s oldest.

For full details about the aforementioned, as well as much,
much more pick up a copy of our guidebook from your
concierge.

Anny, $w. c2 Grodzka B/C-2 Krawiecka B-3 Ofawska B-3,C-4 Stawowa B-5
Antoniego, $w. A-3 Grunwaldzki, pl C/D-3/4 Krowia B-3 Otwarta A1 Straznicza A/B-2
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City Tours

There are many fascinating and beautiful towns in Poland,
but Wroctaw is incomparable with any other city. A guided
tour is a guarantee that you will not miss any of Wroctaw’s
attractions, and the assistance of an experienced guide
helps to understand what'’s so special about this city.

Wroctaw City Walk is a basic tour, including all ,must see”
attractions of the Lower Silesian capital. The tour starts
from the Old Town with its magnificent Town Hall Tower
and the breathtaking Baroque hall of Aula Leopoldina —
the ceremonial hall of Wroctaw University. You will also
explore islands and islets of Wroctaw, including the most
important, Ostréw Tumski, where you can marvel at the
imposing cathedral. A walk through the cobbled streets
of Wroctaw allows you to breathe its unique atmosphere.
Another highlight to discover in Wroctaw is the Panorama
Ractawicka, a huge and fascinating painting depicting the
battle of Ractawice. Prices start from €9 per person.

Wroctaw also offers several great attractions in the
surrounding area. We invite you to explore Mysterious
Silesia, a region full of splendid castles and secret places.
During the trip you will visit castles in Bolkéw and Ksiaz,
and an underground museum in the labyrinth of corridors
commissioned by Hitler as a part of Riese project.
Churches of Peace are another highlight of Silesia —
two half timbered shrines furnished with rich wooden
decorations leave an unbelievable impression. Apart
from churches in Swidnica and Jawor, you will also see the
impressive basilica in Wambierzyce. If you want to gain a

deeper insight into the
Silesian Region, we
have a special offer of
a b5-day all-inclusive
trip through the jewels
of the area. During
the Silesian Grand
Tour you will have the
opportunity to visit
Swidnica, Bolkéw,
Ksiaz, Walim, Kudowa-Zdr6j, Btedne Skaty Reserve, Chapel
of Skulls in Czermna and Karpacz. The tour starts and
finishes in Wroctaw. Mysterious Silesia: prices start from
€52 per person, Churches of Peace: prices start from
€50 per person, Silesian Grand Tour: prices on request.

Wroctaw is also included in our longer all-inclusive
escorted tours of Central Europe. We recommend
Magic Triangle, a 9-day excursion covering the most
attractive places of the Poland and Czech Republic or the
longer Western Miracles, a 13-day tour of Poland, Czech
Republic, Slovakia and Hungary. If you are keen on Poland
only tours, you will have the opportunity to visit Wroctaw if
you take part in our Grand Tour of Poland.

If you have any individual enquiries or specific interests
concerning your visit please ask our staff which is
experienced in creating customised travel arrangements
in Wroctaw and other Polish cities. Stayl

Contact us at iyp@staypoland.com. CD ] S e
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